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A docu-drama in Two Acts

 and an Epilogue

by
Wallace Allan Shaw
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INTRODUCTION

Jeremy Bentham’s principle “the greatest happiness for the greatest number” has often been misunderstood, but his philosophical work and ideas can tell us much about how we can strive to create a better world for ourselves and for others.  His central thesis is that peace and happiness can only be achieved through the universal application of the concept of justice for all.

How are we influenced?  Growing up on the estate where the radical poet, John Milton, had lived in Westminster, London, why and how did Bentham determine to transform the suffering in his own life and that of his world from Paradise Lost to Paradise Regained?  This docu-drama examines the many influences on Jeremy Bentham’s development of a structure of ethics.  For instance it considers the contributions made by such as John Milton, John Stuart Mill, William Shelburne PM, William Pitt, William Wilberforce and others.

How can living philosophy contribute to a Better World?  Can we be inspired by this largely unsung hero of the peaceful revolution and his prominent friends?  One way we can try is through role-play.  This docu-drama allows you to identify with Bentham and his associates by taking you into their lives, by inviting you to assume their identities.

Living Philosophy on the Fringe.  The 2005 Fringe presentations of David Hume – Citizen of the World were followed by Socrates – Last Days and Legacy at the 2006 Fringe.  Jeremy Bentham – the Pursuit of Happiness is a natural sequel as he took from Hume the concept of “utility” and made it the foundation of his philosophy of international law.

The Abolition of Slavery.  The first Fringe performance of this play took place during the 200th anniversary of the Abolition of Slavery Act in the United Kingdom.  Jeremy Bentham and William 
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Wilberforce worked together on this issue.  However, slavery comes in many forms.  

Paradise Lost.  Today has our world turned its back on the “dialogue, not militant confrontation” of Socrates, the perspective of being a “citizen of the world” of Hume, and the “Go to Court, not to War” of Bentham.

The Radicals.  As an inclusive drama group, the Radical Enlightenmentarians welcome all, regardless of background or stage experience.  If a picture is worth a thousand words, role-play is worth many millions.  It has allowed them to identify with Bentham and his associates in an existential manner.  Jeremy Bentham came alive for the Radicals and they have been able to relate his experiences directly to their lives, to their relationships, and to the needs of the world around them.  They have discovered how much this is a world without Bentham and how different it would be if his ideas were to be implemented.

With Thanks.  At the end of this play you will find a programme listing those whom I thank for revising a longer text and turning it into a 75 minute Fringe performances in St Mark’s artSpace.  Especially I thank Scotland UnLimited for the millennium award to help make future plans possible through this production.

Jeremy Bentham, where are you?  He can be found by you within these pages; you can bring him back to life through your role-play.  You can reflect upon and discuss how you, too, (through enjoyable study of Jeremy Bentham) may become more radical in your outlook.  Hopefully you will view war, conflict and injustice and other atrocities of our world today with more clarity and learn to speak out where you know your voice should be heard.  You can find help along the way at www.livingphilosophy.org.uk for using this and other plays in the Living Philosophy series.  Best wishes on your journey. – Wally Shaw   
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THE PROLOGUE:  

About Jeremy Bentham  

Jeremy Bentham is both the Father of Utilitarianism and the Father of International Law.  (Indeed, it was Bentham who coined the word “International”.)  He was an English lawyer, economist and philosopher who was born in London 15th February, 1748, and died there 6th June, 1832.  He was a child prodigy who read Latin at the age of 4 and attended Oxford at the age of 12, graduating at the age of 15 having studied political and social institutions.  He then studied law at Lincoln’s Inn and his father hoped that he would become an eminent lawyer.  However, his observations of the moral and intellectual defilement of the courts as centres of lying, hypocrisy, greed, corruption and fraud, turned him from the practice of law to philosophical enquiry where he found the offer of better values and methods for security, justice and social progress.  As medicine should relieve pain and make pleasure possible, so, by analogy, Bentham believed that institutions and the legal system should be structured to remove pain and produce pleasure.  

Legacies from his parents freed him from having to earn a living and he chose to dedicate his life to offering a radical critique and reconstruction of all English institutions: moral, religious, educational, political, economic and legal.  For each, his method was to make a critical analysis of the institution as it was and then to provide a detailed structure for what it ought to be.  His concept of the welfare state was truly utopian.  He designed what he called “Panopticon Hill Villages” as refuges for all with special physical, mental, social and economic needs (whether the orphan or the widow, the unemployed, the aged, or the mentally or physically disabled) whose needs would be met by unemployment exchanges, special education and retraining centres, animal and plant breeding centres, music schools, and other methods for assistance and motivation.  No less relevant today the world still waits for the first of these communities to be created.
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Concerned with the brutal treatment of prisoners he became a pioneer in prison reform but his attempts to persuade his government to respond came to nothing.  Unfortunately the wide spread of his commitment meant that he never completed works examining any areas of his concern except, perhaps, three volumes of legal reform.  The Rationale of Judicial Evidence (edited by John Stuart Mill in 1825) and the two volume Constitutional Code (c. 1830).  At the time of his death he was trying to complete further volumes of his Constitutional Code. 

He began as a Conservative and ended as a Liberal, demanding equality and social justice.  Bentham provided the principle and the draft legislation influencing considerably the constitutions and laws of the United States, Canada, and other countries on five continents for whom “the pursuit of happiness” was enshrined as a basic human right. 

He helped to found University College, London, and left his body to its department of medicine where his skeleton, neatly dressed in his own suit, can still be found sitting upright. 

He followed in the steps of Socrates who was committed to dialogue, not confrontation, and to human need, and in the steps of David Hume who saw himself as a citizen of the world.  

In particular Bentham’s writings emphasised the pursuit of happiness and freedom (though based on world responsibility) and thus became popular in the new republics of France and America.  Over many years he carried on correspondence with, many leading figures in Europe and America – indeed throughout five continents – who were interested in his advice on a Code for their laws.  They sought to embody Bentham’s philosophy in the embryonic constitutions of these emerging nations.
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PLAY NOTES

In the play section of this book you will notice the following.  The names of the characters are in capitals and bold type.  

The directions and other information are in an italic typeface, contained within parenthesis.  

Words and phrases worthy of emphasis in the text are printed in bold type. 
Stage Setting:  (For consideration, as viewed from the audience.)

On the right, at the back of the stage, there is a backdrop prop depicting some 18th century Russian buildings.  If possible there should be the words INTERNATIONAL LAW in English and Russian script printed along the bottom of the prop.                    

In the centre at the back, there is a backdrop prop depicting a bookshelf around a window.  

In front of this, centre stage, is a chair for Bentham.  

On the left side at the back, there is a backdrop prop with these words in descending order:  PARADISE LOST – HAPPINESS -COMPASSION – WISDOM – JUSTICE – INTEGRITY -FRIENDSHIP - PARADISE REGAINED, (Except for Paradise Lost the words have been individually covered so that they can be uncovered according to scene changes.) 

Along the back of the stage are six further chairs for use in Act I, Scene 2 and the Epilogue.

At the right side is a desk with letters and piles of papers.  

In the front right is the Milton stone, (a large white box), with the words: “Sacred to John Milton, Prince of Poets” prominently printed on the front side as if chiselled into stone.  
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A book with the words Paradise Lost by John Milton on the cover.  Other books for use in the Epilogue. 

A United Nations flag can be seen off-stage at the left for use in the Epilogue. 

Side Stage:  As a dining room with table for four, perhaps with wine bottles but only water at Bentham’s place.  (His chair is at the back and facing away from the audience if he is to be providing music as his guests enter the dining room in Act II, Scene I.)

If no side stage is available the cast should look to their right (the audience’s left) from section 34. in the script as if looking into the dining room.

From 4. each time the ghost of Bentham’s Mother appears on stage to read from Paradise Lost she leaves immediately afterwards.

Music:  Other props can include a violin and an organ (perhaps a disguised electronic keyboard). 

Cast:  Unless full period costumes are available it is suggested that all performers have white tops and black trousers or skirts.

Preparation:  Five minutes before curtain time: Jeremy Bentham enters and sits down reflecting on his life.  

There are no intervals in the performance.
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       CHARACTERS IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE

Setting the Scene

JEREMY BENTHAM:  Sitting on a chair reflecting on his early life.           


WELCOMER: Greets the audience.

Act I  
The pursuit of Happiness in a Lost Paradise  Reflections on Early Life (1748-1792) 

Scene 1 The need for Compassion: The Childhood of a Budding Genius (age 11)


GHOST OF JEREMY BENTHAM (age 84)

GHOST OF THOMAS SOUTHWOOD SMITH (Doctor and a Unitarian minister)


YOUNG JEREMY BENTHAM (age 9-13)


MOTHER OF JEREMY BENTHAM (also reading Milton quotations)


JEREMIAH BENTHAM (Jeremy’s father)

Scene 2 The Search for Wisdom in a Lost Paradise:  at Queen’s College, Oxford 


YOUNG JEREMY BENTHAM (age 13)


JEREMIAH BENTHAM 

Scene 3 The Search for Justice in a Court of Law:  At Lincoln’s attending the court of King’s Bench (ages 16-24)


JEREMY BENTHAM (aged 24) 


JEREMIAH BENTHAM

Scene 4 The Search for Integrity with a Prime Minister and a

Chancellor: at Bowood (age36) 


JEREMY BENTHAM 


WILLIAM SHELBURNE  (The British Prime Minister)

SHELBURNE’S WIFE
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ANNE (House maid)


WILLIAM PITT (The Chancellor of the Exchequer)

Scene 5  A Brother’s Friendship in Russia


JEREMY BENTHAM (age 39)


SAMUEL BENTHAM (Bentham’s younger brother)

Act II
The Hermit of Westminster Welcomes Friends: Seeking the Greatest Happiness (1832) 

Scene 1 Before Dinner and Scene 2 After Dinner 


JEREMY BENTHAM (age 84)


JOHN BOWRING (Bentham’s secretary)

JOHN STUART MILL (age 29, Bentham’s neighbour, young friend and follower)


PRINCE TALLEYRAND (a renowned French statesman and diplomat, also Bentham’s friend)


ANNE (Bentham’s housemaid}


BENTHAM’S MOTHER (as VOICE of JOHN MILTON) 

Epilogue  Towards Paradise Regained


EPILOGUE NARRATOR


JOHN BOWRING


THOMAS SOUTHWOOD SMITH


WILLIAM WILBERFORCE


POLITICIAN


TEACHER


JOURNALIST


PRISON GOVERNOR AND PRISON WARDEN


SOLDIER


LAWYER


INTER-FAITH ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVE


UNITED NATIONS  REPRESENTATIVE


MOTHER OF JEREMY BENTHAM


JEREMY BENTHAM (as auto-icon)    
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SETTING THE SCENE

BENTHAM    (Five minutes before the curtain time he goes to chair and reflects on his early life.  This can be preceded by his playing the violin or organ.)
1.  WELCOMER    (Introduces the performance and concludes:)  You are reminded to turn off your mobile phone, but you are asked not to turn off your imagination which is now requested for Jeremy Bentham – the Pursuit of Happiness.  Let us begin with the lighting of a candle, symbol of enlightenment.  [Perhaps inviting an honoured guest to light the candle.]  I light this candle for Wisdom, Justice, Compassion and Integrity, the four words on the mace in the Scottish Parliament that are offered as the standard of the wisdom and integrity of the Scottish Radical Enlightenment for a more just, compassionate and – thereby – a more peaceful world.

ACT I:  “The Pursuit of Happiness in a Lost Paradise”

Reflections on Early Life (1748-1792) 

Scene 1  The need for Compassion: The Childhood of a Budding Genius  (age 9-11) 

(You, JEREMY BENTHAM, Already your years of evening reading by candlelight have caused a weakening of your eyesight.  You occasionally cough and blow your nose.  You occasionally have fits of uncontrolled and inappropriate nervous laughter.  

Rev. Dr. THOMAS SOUTHWOOD SMITH: English reformer and former minister of St. Mark’s Unitarian Church, Edinburgh, who, as a physician sharing Bentham’s “pursuit of happiness”, contributed great service to medical science, investigating epidemics such as cholera, yellow fever and other contagious diseases, campaigning for improved sanitary conditions and provoking the Factory Act which made it illegal for children to work in the mines in Great Britain.  He performed the autopsy of Bentham and gave the final tribute.)         
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2.  SMITH    Over there is Jeremy Bentham, reflecting on his early life. 

BENTHAM    Where am I?…Why am I?…What beings surround me?…From whom and for whom do I have influence?…What do I believe I can know for certain?…These are the questions that David Hume asked himself and that I’ve been asking myself.  Who am I now?      
SMITH    You are Jeremy Bentham.  

BENTHAM    And you are the Rev. Dr. Thomas Southwood Smith!  Thomas, my good friend, Where am I?  Where am I? 

SMITH    Where?  Well, there are different answers that I can help you find here.  Are you and I at the end of a journey?  Did not John Milton call it the journey through Paradise Lost?

BENTHAM    I wonder…. Do you mean…?

SMITH    Well, let’s see if that is the journey you’ve taken.

BENTHAM    Does that mean that now…

SMITH    You’ll see.  Milton calls it “Paradise”,…that is, “Paradise Regained”.

BENTHAM    But when am I… I mean, now?  (Mother and young Bentham appear onstage.)
SMITH    You’ll find out as you reflect on your life.  You might call it “an Eternal Now”.  Or perhaps you are at your home at Westminster, London, where you explored and played as a boy.

BENTHAM    (Suddenly noticing and pointing:) Who is that boy?

SMITH    He is you Jeremy, with your mother.  Watch with me, and listen.

MOTHER    What is it Jeremy?  Have you been dreaming?  There are no ghosts.  You’ve had another of your bad dreams.  (Comforts young Bentham.)

SMITH    You are seeing ghosts again!

MOTHER    Would you like me to read to you?  Come and sit with me and I will read to you from Paradise Lost.  (Pick up copy of Paradise Lost and read from Book 1 Lines 1-13.)

Of man’s first disobedience, and the fruit

Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste

Brought death into the world, and all our woe,
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         With loss of Eden, till one greater man

         Restore us, and regain the blissful seat,

         Sing heavenly muse, that on the secret top

         Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didst inspire

         That shepherd; who first taught the chosen seed,

         In the beginning how the heavens and earth

         Rose out of chaos: or of Sion hill

         Delight thee more, and Siloa’s brook that flowed 

         Fast by the oracle of God; I thence

         Invoke thy aid to my adventurous song…

YOUNG JEREMY    Mother, why is there so much misery in the world?

MOTHER    I don’t know, Jeremy.  It seems that we live in a “Lost Paradise”, a lost Garden of Eden. We need more peacemakers, more people replacing misery with happiness.  Peacemakers possess a paradise within themselves.

YOUNG JEREMY    I want to help regain Paradise for me and you – and for everyone in the world!

MOTHER    Sing heavenly muse,…

YOUNG JEREMY    Sing heavenly muse,…

MOTHER    Sing to me from Mount Sinai! (Mother and Young Jeremy leave stage.)

SMITH    You missed your mother terribly when she died, Jeremy. (Shift, pause for scene change.  Allow FATHER to prepare to sit in chair:)  Do you remember the talk you had with your father at that time?  He did love you Jeremy.  He tried to be kind.

3. YOUNG BENTHAM    What does “genius” mean?…What does “genius” mean?

FATHER    Jeremy, it is difficult at this time, I know, for you to push yourself, but that is what you must continue to do.

YOUNG BENTHAM    I am the feeblest of all boys.  At night I feel I am tormented by ghosts.  Fishing has been an abominable sport.  Indeed, I shrink from the sight of all animal suffering.  How can an act be good if pain is knowingly and willingly produced in any being whatsoever?

FATHER    You do enjoy your music lessons so much: the violin,
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the harpsichord … And then there is your reading as you prepare to go to Queen’s College, Oxford next year.

YOUNG BENTHAM    My earliest memory is of pain, and of Mother’s comfort.  Oh, Father, I miss her so much.  I’ve been re-reading Milton and I feel that I am in “Paradise Lost” with so many other people.

FATHER    Jeremy, I know how you feel – as everyone has felt who has lost a mother, as I have; and as every man – every man who has lost his wife – knows how I feel.

YOUNG BENTHAM    My pain, Father, is not just the loss of my Mother.  I feel the pain of many.  Father, why is there such misery in our world?  (Young Bentham and Father leave.) 

4. MOTHER    (Ghost of Mother reappears and reads from Paradise Lost: Book 12 – Lines 10-16)

        Thus thou hast seen one world begin and end;

        And man as from a second stock proceed.

        Much thou hast yet to see, but I perceive

        Thy mortal sight to fail; objects divine

        Must needs impair and weary human sense: (To the audience:) 

        Henceforth what is to come I will relate,

        Thou therefore give due audience, and attend.

(Pause, step sideways and say:)  For Jeremy is now in Queen’s College, Oxford.  (The ghosts of Bentham and Smith can leave the stage.)
Scene 2:  “The Search for Wisdom in a Lost Paradise”

At Queen’s College, Oxford (age 13)
5.  YOUNG BETHAM    (Pick up books and return to stage.)
FATHER    Finally found you!

YOUNG BENTHAM    You are welcome, Father, but I was not expecting you until this evening!

FATHER    I had some difficulty in finding your room.  The servitor guided me.  This college has such strange stairways and corridors. 
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YOUNG BENTHAM    My other room was gloomy and revived my fear of ghosts:  I had to ask for a change.

FATHER    This is a brighter room.

YOUNG BENTHAM    (Get chair for father.)  I much prefer being in it.  But I still have the protestant monk.
FATHER    The protestant monk?

YOUNG BENTHAM    Yes, my tutor.  He believes that his chief duty is to keep me from having any pleasure whatsoever.

FATHER    And the dons?  What does my 13 year old son think of the dons?

YOUNG BENTHAM    Oh, their mornings are spent in useless routine and their evenings in playing cards.
FATHER    Yes, but their lectures?

YOUNG BENTHAM    Full of foolishness.

FATHER    (Notices cluttered desk:) Your usual piles of paper – what is it now you are working on?

YOUNG BENTHAM    I’m starting to write my Latin Declaration, the lecture that I must give to the other students on Saturday.  It’s my first essay on philosophy.

FATHER    Do let me hear what you have written so far.

YOUNG BENTHAM    (First hesitate, then pick up a paper, and stand as if giving lecture.)  “Sperne Voluptates, Nocet Empta Dolore Voluptas…”
FATHER    (Interrupting:)  Your Latin is better than mine, you know.  Try English.

YOUNG BENTHAM “Despise those Pleasures that are Injurious, for You later Regret Them.”  It’s about drunkenness, which is very foolish.  It doesn’t bring pleasure, only pain.  There is no happiness in that.

FATHER    You have always had a distaste for drunkenness.

YOUNG BENTHAM    My personal distaste of drink has been provoked by the fact that, when drunk, a fellow student keeps holding me by the feet, upside down.  I lost half a guinea in consequence the other day.  It fell out of my pocket and left me short of money.

FATHER    (Reaches for pouch:)
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YOUNG BENTHAM    No, have no concern.

FATHER    Have you thought about what you will do after you get your Master’s Degree?  I do want you to go to Lincoln’s Inn and follow me as a lawyer.

YOUNG BENTHAM    Yes, my plan is to go to Lincoln’s Inn, I will be proud to follow you as a lawyer, Father.

FATHER    Very well, Jeremy, I will look forward to seeing you there.  (Leaves stage.)

YOUNG BENTHAM    (Collect books and leave stage.)
Scene 3: “The Search for Justice in a Court of Law”

At Lincoln’s Inn, attending The Court of King’s Bench 

(Father and Bentham-age-24 at the place identified by symbol on centre stage.)

6.  FATHER    (Coming on stage:)  Jeremy, I do not understand.  All these years at Lincoln’s Inn, at the Court of King’s Bench, you have seen English justice as presided over by the finest judges who have let you and your fellow law students observe how they conducted the court, and how the lawyers have presented their cases.

BENTHAM    Yes, and I have found this to be a more practical, involving method of learning than I had at Oxford.  But I – 

FATHER    (Interrupts:)  And certainly you have gained knowledge of the laws as you studied them in the library. 

BENTHAM    But I have found the study of philosophy of more value.

FATHER    You have to know the laws first so that you can use them in the practice of law. 

BENTHAM    Yes, but what if the laws do not provide for the well-being of the people, their true happiness and true friendships?  My reason for studying the laws as they are is to ask what they ought to be.  

FATHER    Meaning?

BENTHAM    Do you remember – I think I was about six at the time – the effect it had on me when you and the headmaster of 
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Westminster school asked me what the word “genius” meant, and I couldn’t answer?

FATHER    I do remember that.  Did it really matter?

BENTHAM    (Cough, involuntary laugh.) The question haunted me for many years.

FATHER    And so? 

7.  BENTHAM    This took me to reading the classics of those whom I considered to be geniuses:  I include Socrates and David Hume whom I consider to be a genius.  I continue to re-read Hume’s Enquiry concerning the Principles of Morals because of the way he used – and is still using – the word “utility”.  He wrote there that qualities of character have value only according to their utility, their usefulness.

FATHER    So!

BENTHAM   Hume wrote that indolence, negligence and rashness lack this utility because they hinder a person in his work or action.  Hume considers frugality to be good because it is beneficial, but its opposite extreme, avarice, he considered to be bad because, and solely because, it deprives possessions of their usefulness.  Hume has concluded that everyone admires Socrates for his serenity in the acceptance of poverty, his contempt for riches, and his concern for preserving liberty.

FATHER    Why are you telling me this?

8.  BENTHAM    Father, there are three words that are the key to what matters to me. Three words: utility … happiness … legislation.

FATHER    Utility, happiness and … legislation.

BENTHAM    Hume believes that religious practices based on superstition are useless, but that those based on justice are useful.  So it is with other institutions.  The value of any institution is determined by the extent it helps to meet the needs of society.

FATHER    What does this have to do with law? 
BENTHAM   For Hume, utility is Newton’s laws applied to morality.
FATHER    But you were brought up in the Church of England.  Has religious tradition no value to you?    
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9.  BENTHAM    Yes, but of what value?  I believe that I need something with which to evaluate it.  And then there is happiness.  A year or so after I came here to Lincoln’s Inn I read Priestley and came upon his phrase, “the greatest happiness for the greatest number” and began using the phrase as the basis of my philosophy.  I concluded that the aim of philosophy should be to provide happiness for the individual, and then for everyone.

FATHER    (With disinterest:)  What do you mean?

BENTHAM    To all the people in the world, just as Adam Smith wants wealth to be extended to all nations. … Remember my friend at St. Thomas’s Hospital, the Rev. Dr. Thomas Southwood Smith?

FATHER    Of course I do.

BENTHAM    One day, we were discussing Priestley’s book.  And he said that he believed that the pursuit of happiness was essential for all people.  “The Pursuit of Happiness”  That became a phrase that I began using in my correspondence with politicians I had contact with in different countries.

FATHER    I know.  Utility … happiness … (Expects to be disappointed:)  You also mentioned legislation.

10.  BENTHAM  I read De l’esprit by the French philosopher, Helvétus.  It became a further turning point in my life.  There I found the question asked, “What is the greatest human pursuit?”  And the answer Helvétus gave was, “Legislation, for the legislator should combine morality with education and determines the conditions under which people live: for morality and legislation are one.”

FATHER    Jeremy, I want you to have the honour and benefit – the one I have had – of being a lawyer, of practising law as it is. 

11.  BENTHAM   Forgive me, Sir, if I declare simply, and once for all, that till the great business of legislative reform under the principle of the greatest happiness for the greatest number has been entered into the statutes – indeed until there are international laws to settle international disputes, and I do not see anyone else undertaking this – then I must do so, and nothing else should dominate my attention. 
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FATHER    What is wrong with being a lawyer?

BENTHAM    Whatever may be the case with others, their sense of necessity to practise law strikes me motionless.  I have learned one thing from the church, and in this respect I am like King David: I can “give no melody in my heaviness”.  Neither he on his lyre, nor me on my violin.  When I am in a painful, saddened mood, I cannot do my duty in any career that does not bring me happiness.

12.  FATHER    (Changes topic.) Have you thought of marriage?

BENTHAM    Not yet.  I have made the acquaintance of Mary Dunkley.
FATHER    The nobleman’s daughter?

BENTHAM    Yes.  I feel that –

FATHER    (Interrupt:)  Isn’t she too young for you?  In any case, the Dunkleys … er … she doesn’t have much money.  (As you leave the stage:) Now Jeremy, your step-mother and I have someone in mind.  Sometime we would like for you to consider Miss Stratton.  Now there is a girl – But, anyway, let me introduce you to William Shelburne, the Prime Minister.  Perhaps he can persuade you, perhaps even at Bowood, his country home, to take more seriously the prospect of being a lawyer. (Both mime conversation, and leave.)
Scene 4: “The Search for Integrity with a Prime Minister and a Chancellor”

At Bowood (Age 36)
(Seven chairs at back for mock debate.  Shelburne-PM reading, Bentham writing.  Shelburne speaks after a long pause to suggest time passing:)

13  SHELBURNE    That was a wonderful horseback ride this morning.

BENTHAM    Wonderful indeed.  A good routine.  I walk your dog, stroke your leopard, take your son, Henry, out in his coach, and play chess with the ladies.

10

SHELBURNE    And do some writing.

BENTHAM    Yes, you kindly let me do as I please.  You cannot imagine what all of this means to me.  And this time I hadn’t expected to stay five months!
SHELBURNE    Not too long for me.

BENTHAM    (Involuntary laugh:) When you’re at Downing Street and not here.  So William Pitt has joined us for the weekend.  It’s not everyone who can join the Prime Minister at his country home and then be joined by the Chancellor of the Exchequer and Leader of the House.  And you make me feel as if I am a member of the family.

14  SHELBURNE   And why not?  You are.  Ah, my dear. (Both stand.) 

SHELBURNE’S WIFE    (Entering, to Bentham:) Bonjour, mon très bon ami. Au diner, j’étais bien heureuse d’apprendre que vous avez passé un matin amusant à cheval et en prominent notre chien.  <Translation: Good evening, my friend. At dinner, I was pleased to hear that you had an enjoyable morning horseback riding and walking our dog.> 

BENTHAM    (To Shelburne’s wife:) Oui – tout à fait.  Comme toujours, j’ai pris plaisir aux arbres, fleurs et oiseaux dans les jardins de votre manoir magnifique.  La beauté de la nature me fait plaisir et me rafraichit.  <Translation: Yes, of course.  I enjoyed – as always – the trees, flowers and birds around your beautiful country home.  Nature’s beauty brings me pleasure and refreshment.>

SHELBURNE    Now where is our Chancellor of the Exchequer?

SHELBURNE’S WIFE    The last time I saw him …(Pitt begins to enter.) Oh, here he is.

PITT    (Arriving:)  Good evening, every one.  Good, indeed.  You have not begun without me. (To Shelburne’s wife:) Madam, a splendid dinner!
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SHELBURNE’S WIFE   Thank you. (Acknowledging tribute, then continuing to speak to Bentham:)  Plus tard, est-ce que nous voulon jouer aux échecs, ou un jeu de cartes?  Ou est-ce que vous preferez un jeu de billard?  <Translation: Later, will you play some chess or cards – or would you prefer billiards?>

SHELBURNE    (To Pitt.) The two of them always speak to each other in French.

PITT    So I have seen.  I interrupted you.

BENTHAM    (To Shelburne:)  We were being asked, “Later, will we play a game of chess, or cards, or billiards?”

SHELBURNE    (To Bentham:) Your choice.

BENTHAM    Let our Chancellor choose.

PITT    Cards?  But I understand that it is the custom of the house for visitors to be treated to a lecture.

15  BENTHAM    Well, tonight I suggest Prime Minister’s Question Time. (Move chairs:)
SHELBURNE    So be it.  But tonight we will ask the questions and you give the answers.

BENTHAM    I fear you will receive my usual driest of all dry metaphysics.

SHELBURNE’S WIFE    (Immediately gets into game and acts as Speaker:) Please be seated. … …

SHELBURNE    (Raises hand, stands:) Madam Speaker.

SHELBURNE’S WIFE    The House recognises the Right Honourable Member for High Wycombe.

SHELBURNE   (Points at Bentham, but speaks dramatically to the others:) Now that we are in government. do we not have even more need for the ideas of our Prime Minister?  The first time he came to this … House he brought some proof sheets of  “An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation”.  Then he began writing  “The Rationale of    
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Reward” and “The Rationale of Punishment”, in French to my wife’s … er, Madam Speaker’s delight.  (Looks over at notes, then at Bentham:)  What is it now?  Still your Constitutional Code?  Still bringing utility to bear?  My: question: Are not the writings of the Prime Minister founded entirely on utility? (Then sits.) 
16  BENTHAM    (Quickly stand, pretend to be speaking inHouse of Commons:)  Madam Speaker, they are.  And David Hume, who launched my new thinking, must bear the responsibility.  Hume has written that as a building with a square door does not suit the human figure, so social virtues are praised for their utility.  A man whose conduct brings hurt to society cannot expect to receive approval.  Even nature and experience oppose selfishness.  No wonder David Hume saw himself as a Citizen of the World and disclaimed national fanaticism.  And no wonder I see myself as part of a community I call … “international”.  (Pointing:) The Right Honourable Member knows the phrase, “It’s in Britain’s interest.” And if he ever says it, (Inappropriate laugh, then force into smile:) even I will stop voting for him!  No national interest should ever be supreme.  International!  International!  So long as each country seeks its own advantage there will be no justice and therefore no peace, as David Hume and Adam Smith both believed.

ALL    Hear, hear. (With great pounding of feet!)
SHELBURNE’S WIFE    Order!  Order!

17  PITT    (Standing, waving a hand.)  Madam Speaker!

SHELBURNE’S WIFE   I recognise the Right Honourable Member for Appleby, the Chancellor.

PITT    Does the Prime Minister believe that what he has learned of America in its first five years of independence – the United States five years on – will ever see itself beyond being a separate nation to becoming part of what he calls an “international” community?

BENTHAM    That is for the United States Congress to decide.  But as for Britain and America, the war between our two countries was unnecessary.  Did not David Hume and his friend Adam Smith
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try in their writings to persuade this House to release the colonies?  I say to both countries as I say to all countries: when the day comes that there is an International Court of Justice for settling disputes and an International Criminal Court for putting on trial those who try to solve the dispute through war, then no national leader will have the right to take his country into war and not to court.  And if he does, he will be prosecuted.

18  SHELBURNE   (Standing and raising a hand:) Madam Speaker.

SHELBURNE’S WIFE    The House again recognises the Right Honourable Member for High Wycombe.

SHELBURNE    (Smiling, pretending to be cynical:) Do you not hear, Mr. Acting Prime Minister, people saying that it would be a better world if you had stuck to being a scientist, or at least a lawyer, rather than trying to change the laws of this land and of other countries?

BENTHAM    Yes, indeed, I hear the voices.  But is it not obvious to you – it is obvious to me – that the defects of the science of law need correcting? I came to regard the principle of utility as an oracle, which if properly consulted would provide the only true solution to every question concerning right and wrong – not only in this House, but in every legislative body in the world.  With help from my friends I have concluded: for the pursuit of happiness, and happiness for all.  Some day there will be no right to go to war because the world will be ruled by International Law.  No more “war”, a painful word, and no more “crusades”, an odious word.  If Catherine of Russia wants me to write a Code that will help keep the peace there, then I will go there.  And I will be able to see my brother Samuel at the same time.  He has been serving her as a distinguished master shipwright and inventor.  (Scene fades out with conversation as all replace their chairs and go off-stage.)
Scene 5: “A Brother’s Friendship in a Distant Land”

In Russia (Age 37-39)

(Scene opens with Bentham reading a letter:)
14
19  SAMUEL  We’ve had two good years together here in Russia,

brother Jeremy.  I am sorry to see you go.

BENTHAM    And I’m sorry to have to leave you, Samuel.  But Wilson, my Scottish secretary, is right to advise me that I must get back to London to concentrate on finishing my Code. 

SAMUEL   That means, of course, that you will not be able to finish the Russian Code for Catherine.

BENTHAM   Yes, but I’ve been able to revise the Principle of Morals and translate it into French.

SAMUEL    And work on the Panopticon.
BENTHAM   The Inspection House Plan.
SAMUEL    I enjoyed working on the architectural plans for your Panopticon.  It was in response to John Howard’s book, the State of Prisons, wasn’t it? 

BENTHAM    Yes, however my venerable friend offered a rich fund of information but no principles.  What’s the purpose of digging a quarry if you don’t bring out the stone?

SAMUEL    Utility, utility!

BENTHAM    Exactly:  Our plans are for a type of prison where all its parts should be visible from a single observation and administration point by a series of reflectors.  This means that the inspector can not be seen by the prisoners, but he can observe everything that is taking place, providing an invisible omniscience.  And the prison is managed not by a trust but by contract.

SAMUEL    And you suggested – for lowering the mortality rate of the prisoners – that the director be offered for himself the benefits of something like a life insurance plan for the prisoners.  Then he has a personal stake in their longevity.

BENTHAM   Yes, a prison warden should be paid for the responsibility of the longevity of prisoners – a reward for diligence in looking after their needs.

SAMUEL    To what extent should financial rewards be seen as essential for motivation in work?

BENTHAM    “A labourer is worthy of his hire.” And I have written Defence of Usury, revealing myself more or less as a disciple of Adam Smith, though I believe that every man has 
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himself the right to decide what is to his advantage and to seek without any hindrance the lending of money at interest.

SAMUEL    That certainly does not mean by the sentiments of either Hume or Smith that the owner of a ship should receive 200 times what he pays the crew!  You wrote to Smith with some criticism of The Wealth of Nations.

BENTHAM    Yes, for advocating the fixing of lending rates rather than leaving them to the mutual agreement of the parties concerned.  But I must heed Wilson’s advice to stop running from one good scheme to a better one.  Otherwise my months in Russia could become, like those of yours, years.
SAMUEL   Yes, you already have spent years trying to get legislation passed for the Panopticon prison.  I hoped that by now your scheme would’ve been implemented and not just accepted.

BENTHAM    What more can I do? (Sigh.) I hope that Prince Talleyrand will be more successful with it in France than I have in Britain.  For years I’ve done all I can, with no success.

SAMUEL    Do you have another reason for going back to England: to marry Caroline Fox?  Being the sister of Lord Holland, she certainly should meet our father’s stipulations, not that you haven’t gained your independence.  Caroline Fox was a sprightly, good-natured girl even when she was thirteen with, as you often said, “a womanly sort of bosom” –

BENTHAM    (Interrupting.) and rather large teeth.” (Usual distinctive laugh, reflecting:) I enjoyed playing music and chess with her.  Yes, our acquaintance has been renewed, but only occasionally.  I thought I might like to marry her.  I know that she would have brought me happiness; but it was for her to decide if I could bring her happiness.  And you?  Why don’t you come back to England and marry Maria Fordyce.  Our Father would certainly give you his blessing due to her noble background.  However – (Realising that you are leaving your brother behind:)
SAMUEL    You will be going back to London by way of The Hague!

20 BENTHAM   Yes, because of the revolution in France, I plan to go back by way of Poland, Germany and Holland.   At The Hague    
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I hope to see the British Ambassador.

SAMUEL    (Changing the subject.) Several years ago you wrote me about the scientific writings of Benjamin Franklin with reference to a method of seasoning ship-timber with salt.  This was extremely helpful.  I too had observed that ships used in the salt trade lasted remarkably longer than others, but I didn’t see the connection.  Now in Russia we are building ships that are safer than ever, with many lives being saved.

BENTHAM    The friendship between David Hume and Benjamin Franklin was intense, even though they were not blood brothers.  We are!  Our Father may have had different plans for us but he has been delighted to know that we have had this time in Russia together.

SAMUEL    You will – 

BENTHAM    I will personally give him your best wishes. (Bid farewell.) Samuel, mother would have been proud of you. (Both start to leave stage.).

MOTHER    (Ghost of Samuel and Jeremy’s mother reads from Paradise Lost, Book 12 – Lines 6-16, 22-23)
         Thou therefore give due audience, and attend

         This second source of men, while yet but few,

         And while the dread of judgment past remains

         Fresh in their minds, fearing the Deity,

         With some regard to what is just and right …

         Shall spend their days in joy unblamed, and dwell

         Long time in peace by families … 

ACT II: The Hermit of Westminster (1832)

Scene 1: Before Dinner: “Seeking the Greatest Happiness”

(The study of the Hermitage, a large house in London between the Houses of Parliament and Buckingham Palace.  The year is 1832. Bentham is awaiting the arrival of two eminent guests.  A walking stick, called “Dapple”, leans against the wall.)
21.  SMITH (as the NARRATOR)  We are now back at the Hermitage, a large house in Westminster, London. The year is 1832  
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and Jeremy Bentham is now 84.  He is being looked after by John Bowring, a trusted friend and a prominent Unitarian.  Bowring is acting as his secretary, the executor of his Will and editor of his unpublished manuscripts.  They are awaiting the arrival of John Stuart Mill and Prince Talleyrand, the French statesman and diplomat.  (Leave stage.)
22.  BENTHAM    (Kindly:) Now I’m particularly trusting you to fully execute my will, even seeing to my body being used for medical research and being preserved as an “auto-icon”.  I believe that the heads of the great contributors to humanity should be preserved and displayed to inspire future generations.  I would like to be remembered as the most effectively benevolent person who has ever lived.

BOWRING    My priority is to help you finish your Constitutional Code before that day comes.

BENTHAM    I believe that we’ve covered the pages I wrote this morning.  I’m glad we’ve been able to do that before the two guests arrive.

BOWRING    (Rising:) I’ve no further questions at the moment about these notes.  I’ll leave you to continue working.  (While walking you let the audience overhear your thoughts:) For the last 11 years I’ve watched him working eight to fifteen hours a day on his Code.  And in his spare time I have found him doing two things: writing letters to leading politicians of many countries and (Look at Dapple, move to stone:) going for walks.  The first time I went on a walk with him, he used his walking stick to stop me – to draw attention to this stone in front of us.  It still bears the inscription, “Sacred to John Milton, Prince of Poets.” It commemorates the fact that we are on the land where John Milton lived where he wrote Paradise Lost.  That stone represents the very centre of his beliefs.  We live in a lost paradise that can be regained only by seeking peace through justice providing happiness for all.  (A loud knock interrupts:)
23.  ANNE    (Usher in John Stuart Mill) The first of your guests has arrived. (Curiosity causes you to remain.)
MILL    So that was the two of you getting some exercise earlier.
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BENTHAM   It was a short perambulation. Not like the aristocracy.  Give it a furlong and it’ll take a mile!

BOWRING    (Pointing to Bentham:) He wanted to go further and would have carried on for another hour or two if the space of his garden had allowed him a straight line rather than going around in circles.

ANNE    Around in many circles!

MILL    Always wanting to go further, beyond the horizon as it is: to moderate reform and then, further, to radical reform … and to the world, as it ought to be. (To Bentham:) Thank you for the dinner invitation.  My father was a true Benthamite.
BENTHAM    Your father has been my favourite disciple.  His writings for the Edinburgh Review have advanced the causes of the emancipation of the Catholics and the liberty of the press.

MILL    ( Pause at Milton stone:) My earliest memory is of that stone.  And that’s the house our host let my father use, where I was born and grew up, linked to the Bentham family by the Milton stone and by friendship.  This is the place where I began to think how we might move from a Paradise Lost to a Paradise Regained.  (Looking at Bentham:) And our two families spent our summers together in the country.  At noon Jeremy Bentham would play the organ for an hour.  And I would listen, studying the books my father made me read. (There is a loud knock)         

24.  ANNE     (To Bentham:) That must be your prince.  Excuse me. (Usher in Prince Talleyrand and remain with fascination:) Mr. Mill, our prince has arrived!

TALLEYRAND    (Walking with limp from childhood accident.) Ah, bonjour, mon cher ami.

BENTHAM    (With special exuberance followed by warm greetings by all:) Et bonjour mon cher ami!  Welcome, indeed, to the Hermitage.  The forty years since I’ve seen you have been an eternity.

TALLEYRAND    (To the others, exuberantly as they welcome you:) My host wrote to me with this invitation: “Do you want un appetit, Prince?” And I replied, “To dine with Bentham, that is a pleasure which tempts me to break an obligation I have been under
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for several days.” (To Bentham, acknowledging significance of others being present:) But I will not be alone with you?  I am to share a table with two other guests and our special host?  Mais oui?  It will still mean for me (Shaking head dramatically:) pas d’un appetit demain!

BENTHAM    Tomorrow?  During your stay in London my Hermitage, such as it is, is at your disposal.

25.  TALLEYRAND    I am glad that Samuel was honoured with a knighthood by Catherine, Empress of Russia, and my condolences to you on his recent death.  Your brother was a great naval architect and inventor, and deserved to be raised to the rank of colonel in the Russian army. 

BENTHAM    Thank you, I miss Sam very much, not only his visits but his letters.  And our time together in Russia – (To keep from being distraught, you interrupt yourself and turn to Bowring and Mill:) Gentlemen, it is now my pleasure to introduce (You become dramatic, and turn to the audience:) a man of the world and, therefore, I must speak to the world: Prince Charles-Maurice de Talleyrand-Perigord: distinguished French statesman and diplomat extraordinaire.  Once he was a bishop, but he tried to reorganise the Catholic Church radically, so the pope excommunicated him.  The Church’s loss, however, was France’s gain.  For the last two years he’s been King Louis-Phillippe’s Ambassador to England.  Now, Prince Talleyrand, let me present to you my other dinner guests.  It’s my pleasure to present to you John Bowring, my secretary, my editor, my executor – and my true friend of 11 years.  He’s working on my manuscripts.

TALLEYRAND    (To Bowring:) From the piles of papers over there, I believe you have much work to do.

26.  BENTHAM    And, Prince Talleyrand, it’s my pleasure to present to you my neighbour and friend of almost 30 years, John Stuart Mill.

TALLEYRAND   For almost 30 years? You only look to be almost thirty years in age. Has our host then known you from birth?

MILL    This is true. He was a friend of my father and mother who moved to a house in his garden here shortly before I was born.
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BENTHAM    It was he who edited and published my Rationale of Judicial Evidence.
TALLEYRAND    Ah, mais oui.  La Rationale.  I have read it, or should I say, parts of it, for I must confess, not all four volumes!  Tell me, was it difficult to edit?

MILL    I was only 21 at the time and must admit that the editing was not achieved quickly.

27.  TALLEYRAND    (To Bentham:) You are looking very well after 40 years since we last met, is it not so?

BOWRING    (To Talleyrand:) You should’ve seen him this morning trotting around the garden as if impatient for exercise.

BENTHAM    Trotting?  Let’s be  precise.  I was engaged in an ante-prandial!

TALLEYRAND    An ante-prandial what?

BENTHAM  I was taking a tour around the garden, a cirumgyration.  The garden means much to me.  Before my father died and left this property to me, I spent much time in the country.  It reminds me of my childhood.  I was passionately fond of flowers and at Barking they were prominent.  So long as I have my sense of smell, a wallflower will be a memento of Barking, and I will feel I’m a child again.

28.  MILL    And don’t forget the cloisters, do you remember … 

BENTHAM    (With childish chuckle.)  Ah, the cloisters and the gardens.

MILL    To that old manor house you invited our family.

BENTHAM    It gave rise to the great friendship I had with your father and our discussions gave rise to my interest in politics.

MILL    My memory – I must say, however – is of the books my father made me read that summer when I was four.  It was the next year that you placed there (pointing through) at our disposal the house Milton lived in.  You and my father had me reading the Dialogues of Plato which gave me the Socratic method for critical and precise thinking.  I began studying Aristotle’s logic and reading his Ethics which gave me a view of happiness as the aim of high moral standards.

TALLEYRAND      (To Bentham:)   Have you not married? Were         
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you never tempted?

29.  BENTHAM    The answer to your first question is, “No. I never married,” and the years have proven that I never had the time to give to a wife.  But the answer to your second question is “Yes”. Tempted!  At Oxford there was this talkative lady, the wife of a little, insignificant, industrious man who had got some reputation for his spontaneous divinity outbursts – should I say lectures? – and she wanted me to marry her daughter who, going against romantic tradition, agreed with her.  In fact, her importunity was such that on one occasion I was very much tempted!  I was tempted – obliged – to escape out of the window!  And that I did.  Rather than being lead into temptation, I leapt away from it – through the window!

TALLEYRAND    (Begin singing the French National Anthem and all join in)  Allons enfants de la Patrie, le jour de gloire est arrivée…(All begin dancing, then Bentham collapses into a chair.)
30.  BOWRING    Prince Talleyrand, come here and have a look at the garden.  Do you see that obscure brick house that’s almost concealed by the sycamore tree?  I remember the first time he stopped to draw my attention to this stone.  As you can see, it still bears the inscription, “Sacred to John Milton, Prince of Poets.”  This land belonged to another prince, a Prince of poets.

BENTHAM    (Speaking the important words stating that war cannot bring happiness:  Paradise Lost  Book 12 – Lines 546-551)
         In glory of the Father, to dissolve

         Satan with his perverted world, then raise

         From the conflagrant mass, purged and refined,

         New heavens, new earth, ages of endless date

         Founded in righteousness and peace and love

         To bring forth fruits joy and eternal bliss. …

BOWRING    (Explaining to Talleyrand:) He was quoting from Paradise Lost.  And those verses are at the very centre of his Utilitarianism:  War can never bring happiness.

BENTHAM    (Pointing to Talleyrand:) And now, with him having brought about the fall of Napoleon, we have with us a real prince, an international negotiator – indeed, a prince of peace.
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TALLEYRAND    (Point at Bentham:) His “Greatest Happiness Principle” helped me to steer through at least some of his Code for the French Constitution after the Revolution.  Because of his influence I pressed for a monarchy with democratic institutions before I became President of the National Assembly.  Most of all, I applied his “pursuit of happiness” principle when I was secretly undermining Napoleon and forcing his abdication.  He had built an empire and was provoking yet more war.  I was a personified court that prevented this.

31.  MILL    (To Bentham:) The idea of utility in your book, “Fragment of Government” attracted much notice. (With cynicism:)  Indeed the Solicitor-General, Wedderburn, called it “dangerous”
BENTHAM    But of course he did.  He was on £15,000 a year and eventually became Chief Justice Chancellor with a peerage, with a veto on all justice, and with a salary of £25,000 a year plus Ecclesiastical Benefices at his disposal besides et cæteras. 

MILL    Lord Loughborough thought that the utilitarian principle was “dangerous”.

BENTHAM    Of course he did.  It was dangerous to him.  The greatest happiness for all?  Of course not.  The greatest happiness of the ruling few was the end that he always had in view.  Such injustice by the example of lawyers or politicians or anyone opens the door to unjust war.  Fairness is everyone’s business.   I applied the utility principle to punishments and then on to an appropriate penitentiary system.

TALLEYRAND    And I tried to get the French Government to accept your radical design of a penitentiary, the Panopticon.

BENTHAM    (Laugh, then compose yourself:) Yes, and I was grateful for your efforts; but neither England nor France ever fulfilled my dream. The years haven’t removed my disappointment. (Inappropriate, uncontrolled laughter:)
32.  TALLEYRAND    (Trying to move the discussion on, away from the painful subject:) When last we met it was after you’d been made a Citizen of France.
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BENTHAM    Indeed. The strain between France and Britain subsequent to the Revolution has been unfortunate.  I tried to get a joint mission to Paris with Wilberforce.  Sadly the mission was never accomplished.  What he did accomplish was to visit the Rev. John Newton and persuade him that he could not maintain integrity as the writer of Amazing Grace by continuing to support slavery! 

33.  ANNE     (Knocks on door from dining room, enters, waits for your attention:)  Dinner is served. (Moves to await group exit)
BENTHAM    A prince and two reprobates: let the gang that has gathered for this occasion follow the Hermit to the shop to devour such eatables and drinkables as are found in it

TALLEYRAND    The shop? 

MILL    It’s what he calls the dining room.  The invitations he always gave to my father read, (Dramatically, à la Bentham:)

Hour of commencement of plunderage in the shop, seven.

Hour of expulsion - with the aid of the adjacent Police Office if necessary – Quarter before 11:

BENTHAM    The Police Office is ready to punish us if we don’t go on the attack.  (Starts towards dining room)
MILL    (To Talleyrand, who looks confused:) The “Police Office” (Point:) is what he calls the adjacent arm barracks.  He doesn’t approve of the way the soldiers are punished.

BENTHAM   (Point towards dining room, where you lead Talleyrand.)
34.  TALLEYRAND    (Turn around surprised:) Why is the hors d’oeuvre different at each of our settings?

BOWRING    Do not be surprised. Each dish has been specifically selected for our distinctive palates, to bring to each of us intense pleasure for our “greatest happiness”.

MILL    I wonder what he’s chosen for a French prince.  Will he remember what he likes after the forty years since he’s seen him?

TALLEYRAND    I saw crepes Suzettes at my place.

MILL    There will be much more than that for your pleasure.

TALLEYRAND    Why is there is wine on the table, but only water for him.  Where is he going to sit?
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MILL    His explanation is, “Water water everywhere and every drop to drink.” A misquote from Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s, the Rime of the Ancient Mariner.
TALLEYRAND    (Nod.)  And he is a modern mariner. And some mariner, indeed.

ANNE    And I guess that I’m the ship’s cook!  But is there any other ship’s cook who has to prepare a different dish for each sailor? (Anne leaves and the four are seated, possibly with Bentham playing his violin or organ. If no side stage is available they all leave stage left.)
MOTHER    (Ghost of Bentham’s mother appears and reads from Paradise Lost: Book 12 Lines 202-204, … 224-227, … 230-231.)
         Before them in a cloud, and pillar of fire,

         By day a cloud, by night a pillar of fire,

         To guide them in their journey… (Pause)
         In the wide wilderness, there they shall found

         Their government, and their great senate choose

         Through the twelve tribes, to rule by laws ordained…

         God, from the mount of Sinai…

         Ordained them laws; part such as pertain

         To civil justice…

BOWRING    (After miming of conversation to suggest the passing of time, in a loud voice:)  Oh, it’s almost 9 o’clock.

Scene 2 After Dinner “Seeking the Greatest Happiness for All”

35.  BENTHAM    (The four diners return to the stage:) The individual ought to be left to provide for his own enjoyments.  The principal function of government isn’t to determine this for him.  How can it be?  We are all different.  A principle function of government is to protect him from sufferings.  Thus the government protects the rights of the individual, not to provide libertine freedom – that is an abuse of freedom!  There is no such thing as freedom without responsibility.  There are only rights that carry their own obligations.   
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TALLEYRAND    How should a state – and indeed the world – be governed in order to best provide these rights for all?

BENTHAM    A well-governed state is under the sway of public opinion.  There must be an identity of interest between the controlling authority and the community of people.  This identity of interest comes only from the numerical majority of the people.  This can only be arrived at with representative government.

BOWRING    Explain what you mean.

BENTHAM    Rulers tend to be guided by sinister influences, the human tendency to try to make a virtue out of self - interest, trying to justify greed.  The only species of government that can ever provide the greatest happiness is … a democracy.
TALLEYRAND    Then when you said “the greatest happiness” did you not mean to say “the greatest happiness for the greatest number”?  Is it not for the greatest number?
BENTHAM    Yes, of course it’s for the greatest number; but to have to add “the greatest number” is superfluous.  And there are circumstances where to give a greater amount of happiness to a minority is preferable to a lower amount of pleasure to the majority.  The education of the poor should be of greater concern for a government than the education of the rich.

MILL    But with the majority rule and nothing else, you still only have a partial view that needs a corrective, some standing opposition to the will of the majority.  No country is progressive without some organised opposition to the ruling power: freethinkers to clergy, commoners to king and aristocracy.

BENTHAM     Injustice is caused by those who want freedom for themselves without showing responsible consideration towards others.

MILL  You must clarify the means by which democratic institutions might be adapted to show reverence for the superiority of cultivated intelligence as in Plato’s Academy.  I’d rather be a dissatisfied Socrates than a satisfied pig.  Happiness must not only be for the greatest number, it must also be of the highest quality.
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36.  TALLEYRAND    Yes, it must be the highest quality for the greatest number of people of all nations and of all cultures.  (To Bentham:) You invented the word “multicultural”.  With this tolerance – with political and religious persecution removed – can peace then prevail?  I certainly want to live in a peaceful world.

BENTHAM   Everyone in the world wants peace. No, not everyone.  So much of history has been the history of war.  Even so, for me to be against war is not itself sufficient for me to be for peace.  Justice and freedom depend upon proper and precise legislation.  Peace when it comes, comes as a child of justice. (Look towards Milton stone:) Darkness has come – I can scarcely see the stone of “Milton, Prince of Poets”.  But I can hear my Mother reading the words to me: (You mouth the words as you listen:)
MOTHER (Ghost of Bentham’s mother speaking at edge of stage from Paradise Lost Book 12 – Lines 82-101)
         Though to the tyrant thereby no excuse.

         Yet sometimes nations will decline so low  
         From virtue, which is reason, that no wrong,

         But justice, and some fatal curse annexed

         Deprives them of their outward liberty,…

BENTHAM    A single improper word in a body of laws can, perchance, prove a national calamity, and even civil war can be the consequence.  Out of one foolish word may start a thousand daggers!  Through correspondence with President James Madison I made an offer to the United States of what I called a “Pannomion”, a complete body of statute laws.  I hope very soon to complete my Constitutional Code and that it will be published.

MILL    It can be argued that you’ve taken next to no account of national character, and you haven’t considered the laws of a country as an instrument of national culture.  Are you not offering an extravagant hope?  No code can be so elastic as to forestall all the difficulties that may arise in what you call a “multicultural” world.

BENTHAM    But, if you permit me, that’s no excuse for avoiding any diligent effort to approach doing so.  We cannot use one suit of 
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ready-made laws.  It’s the form only and not the substance to which my Constitutional Code offers a universal principle.

37.  TALLEYRAND    As an excommunicated bishop, I am wanting tonight for you to give your views on the Church and religion.

BENTHAM    I’ve been brought up in the tenets of the Church of England, but in recent years I’ve never hesitated to attack it for its allegiance to the political elite and for its intellectual submissiveness.

MILL    (To Talleyrand:) Utilitarianism is, in the best sense of the word, a religion.  And as for Jesus, perhaps He is an ideal perfection of utilitarian morality.  And as for God, no utilitarian can call any God good who does not behave as he would have his fellow man behave.  If to refuse to believe in such a God is to be condemned to hell, then to hell I will go.

TALLEYRAND   That’s the direction I was sent through excommunication.

BENTHAM    (Looking out of the window:) It is not generally known that the name “Jesus” in Greek is the same as “Joshua” in Hebrew.  Joshua was a common name in that day because it was the name of the military leader who, when Moses died, led the Israelites into the promised land of Canaan.  The word “Joshua” means “God is the Saviour”.  God is the saviour? – Slaughtering the Palestinian men, women and children at Jericho and taking the land from them? God is saviour? I can still hear my mother reading.

MOTHER    (As before reading from Paradise Lost Book 12 – Lines 310-314)
         But Joshua whom gentiles Jesus call,

         His name and office bearing, who shall quell

         The adversary serpent, and bring back

         Through the world’s wilderness long wandered man

         Safe to eternal paradise of rest.

BENTHAM    But should we not ponder: was he not a tyrant, that Joshua?  And did not the Christian Crusaders – a dreadful word – and Inquisitors – even worse – believe in Jesus as Joshua:  God the
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Saviour, who kills those whom they chose to call their enemies?  And who are the tyrants now who act “in the name of Jesus” or in anyone’s name, indeed!

38.  ANNE    (Knock on the door and enter with candles.) Time for bed.

BENTHAM    (With darkness beginning to set in, you pick up a candle and light it as you say:) You, my guests, have all come to me après midi for I give my mornings to nobody.  I’ve so much to do, and so short a time to live, that I cannot abridge my working hours. (You become sombre:) And now night is here and over the years as candles have come, my eyes have gone.  So now I must excuse myself, a good rest is required for the continuing of my work in the morning.  I value your friendship, I thank you for your visit, and I will see you tomorrow après midi.  Mr. Bowring, will you – my “putter to bed” – bring my nightcap in a few minutes?  I need you to read to me: for though my judgment is wholly free of my ghostly fears, my imagination isn’t wholly so.  For the present, to you my friends, may I say, adieu?  Indeed, how can we continue to help each other to find happiness for ourselves and for others? But then that is what friends are for. (Exit with candle, after which the response is sombre.  Then you are heard saying the final words of Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s epic  poem, The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, VI, 464-467)

                      Oh! Dream of joy! Is this indeed

                      The light-house top I see?

                      Is this the hill? Is this the kirk?

                      Is this mine own countree?

39. BOWRING    The friendship of our host has been to me that of a guardian angel conducting me, with faithful devotion, through a time in which I was steeped in poverty and overwhelmed with slander. His house, when I have stayed here, has been a safe haven.

MILL    Once exposed to his utilitarianism, I’ve never deserted it.  It’s given unity to my conceptions of things.  I now have a philosophy – in the best sense of the word, a religion – an outward purpose of a life.  And what greater gift can one bestow upon another than a purpose in life?  
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TALLEYRAND    (Adding with agreement:) … Et pillé par tout le monde, il est toujours riche.

BOWRING    (Translating:) Yes, “though plundered by everyone he is forever rich”.  At ten o’clock I will take him his nightcap, a glass of claret.  And as “putter to bed”, I will wash out his eyes and then read him to sleep.  He will sleep, but in his dreams his mind will return to his childhood.  (All leave stage:) 
Epilogue: Part 1

40.  NEW NARRATOR FOR EPILOGUE    For more than 60 years Jeremy Bentham had written about, and campaigned for, reforms in law and political institutions, virtually without success in his own country during his lifetime.  And he continued writing page after page of his Constitutional Code, knowing he might be leaving it unfinished.  Three months after this last visit of his friend, Talleyrand, death came peacefully to Jeremy Bentham. John Bowring was at his side.  (Bowring steps on stage to read from book:) He described the moment in his biography.

BOWRING    “He laid his head on my chest, he became gradually colder, and the muscular powers were deprived of action.  After he had ceased to speak he smiled and grasped my hand.” (Grasp your hand as if by Bentham and step aside for return; don’t leave stage but prepare to focus attention on Smith.  After a pause, Smith, Mill and Wilberforce come on and sit at the back.)
41.  NARRATOR    The first victory in Britain for Bentham came three days after his death with the passage of the great Reform Bill of 1832.  In executing his will, Bowring kept to Bentham’s instructions concerning what was to happen to his body with a view to contribute even after his death to the advancement of science.  In the presence of some of Bentham’s friends, (Smith steps forward to read from his biography:) the Rev. Dr. Thomas Southwood Smith dissected the body while using it as the subject of a lecture in which he included these words:  

SMITH  “This autopsy is itself an example of Jeremy Bentham’s   Principle of Utility: happiness depends upon health, health depends  
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upon medical care, medical care depends upon medical knowledge, and medical knowledge depends upon dissection.”  (Be seated.)
NARRATOR    Bentham’s head was mummified, and then his skeleton was reconstructed with a wax effigy of his head added.  His skeleton was covered in straw, dressed in the clothes he commonly wore, and seated upright in a glass-fronted case.  Across one knee was placed his favourite walking-stick, “Dapple”, and on the floor between his feet was placed his mummified head with the white hairs of the old man still clinging to the skull.  His effigy is today still displayed in a conspicuous place at the college he helped to found, University College, London.  A decade after Bowring executed the will, he completed and arranged for publication the eleven volumes known as Bentham’s Works. (Bowring steps forward again for reading:) John Bowring wrote this in his Autobiographical Recollections.
BOWRING    (Reading from the book:) “It is only since his death, and when, in my situation of executor, all his papers have fallen into my hands, that I have learned how much I owed to his courageous friendship – his unbroken, his unbending trust.” (Return to seat.) 

42.  NARRATOR    John Stuart Mill wrote:

MILL    (Come forward.) “[There is one man whom I never met but whose radical poetry influenced me and many others: John Milton.]  There are two further men, recently deceased, to whom their country is indebted.  They are Jeremy Bentham and Samuel Taylor Coleridge: the the great seminal minds of England in their age.” (Return to seat.)
43.  NARRATOR    But it was not the mind alone that mattered to Bentham.  For him, thought had value in its utilitarian effect on action.  This year we celebrate the 200th anniversary of the abolition of slavery.  The radical reformer, William Wilberforce (Wilberforce steps forward:) was greatly affected not only by his friendship with Jeremy Bentham but also by the disappointments of his friend who arduously supported the cause of the abolition of slavery.  Wilberforce wrote:
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WILBERFORCE   (Read.) “Never was anyone worse used than Bentham.  I have seen the tears run down the cheeks of that strong- minded man through vexation at the pressing importunity of creditors and the insolence of official underlings, when, day after day, he was begging at the Treasury for what was, indeed, a mere matter of right.  How indignant did I often feel when I saw him thus treated by men infinitely his inferiors.” (Return to your seat.) 

44.  NARRATOR   There are countries which already use a large part of revenue on health, social security and education, though totally unknown during Bentham’s span of life in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries but directly derived from his formulations.  When you think about the National Health Service, State Education, and a State Pension, and above all, his contribution to International Law, thank Jeremy Bentham.

Epilogue:  Part 2

45.  (This is a resource for initial reading which should be adapted for particular productions.  The Narrator holds this part of the Epilogue together by introducing the characters and putting their comments into a form of a short interview.  The Narrator says appropriate words to introduce each one interviewed.  The aim is to make Bentham’s ideas relevant today by each interviewee from the audience focusing on one or two points only.  Therefore, the following are offered as samples for your reflection and should not define the selection of characters or the comments they make.  The content should be as pungent and memorable as possible.)    

46.  NARRATOR    But what can the contribution of the life of Jeremy Bentham mean for us today in our troubled world?  Let us hear from some who today have taken him seriously.  I am going to interview people from various walks of life who have been considering Bentham’s ideas and would like to make a comment from their points of view.  We have here a Politician…

POLITICIAN (Step forward.) Jeremy Bentham sought what he called, “the font of all true wisdom”. He believed that the test of all laws and the work of all institutions was the extent to which they
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provided happiness and well-being rather than unhappiness and suffering.  Otherwise laws and institutions not only have no value, they can cause harm and be a waste of money so desperately needed elsewhere for the meeting of human need.  As a politician I see the international extension of his work needing urgent application.  “It’s in America’s interest” and “It’s in Britain’s interest” were arguments used to justify going to war in Iraq.  Bentham provided a framework which influenced the forming of the United Nations with its Security Council and two International Courts found in our world today.  The first is the United Nations International Court of Justice at The Hague to settle disputes between nations to keep them from going to war.  The second is the International Criminal Court to bring to justice those who are guilty of crimes against humanity.  With the United Nations International Court at The Hague, is there any justification for war by anyone unless he or she is willing to be put on trial at the International Criminal Court for war crimes and other crimes against humanity?  Today I accept the utilitarian principle Bentham offered to the politicians of his day – and I believe that it should be accepted by all voters – and this is it:  Not in our own individual interest, not for personal gain, not what’s in a manifesto for me, but as I vote I believe I must ask critically, “To what extent will this bring the greatest happiness to the greatest number in our world?”  Only if it helps those whose needs for happiness are greater than mine should I vote for it.  For me to vote out of my own interest is, I believe, a violation of the aim that should be pursued by any democracy that dares to claim the high moral ground: not the pursuit of happiness being limited to the pursuit of my own happiness – nor of my own country.  No longer should anyone support a government that bases its foreign policy on what is in its own interest, demanding priority for its own people over the interests and needs of others. (Exit)
47.  NARRATOR    Let us ask a teacher to comment…

TEACHER   (Enter) Jeremy Bentham offered land behind his home for the building of the “Chrestomatic day school”, a school for the teaching of Utilitarian Principles. Sadly, it was never built.  Fortunately, however, philosophy is included in the curriculum of   
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Scottish secondary schools to help students gain a worthy purpose in life for their own well-being, to enhance their relationships with others, and in preparation for university entrance or other further education and for employment and adult living.  As a teacher of philosophy and Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies, that is, Religious Education or “R.E.” in Scottish Secondary Schools, I recall how the subject used to be called, “R.I.” or Religious Instruction”.  It seemed to me to be religious indoctrination into the acceptance of one religion, rather than option adding and horizon extending to prepare students for living in a multicultural world with tolerance and understanding.  Then, on one occasion, I found myself covering for a history teacher.  The class was to be on the Crimeon War.  In the midst of the lesson a boy asked, “Why in our study of history do we go from one battlefield to another.  Why is history the history of war?  And why are nations so prone to go to war?”  I would ask, what opportunities did Anthony Eden in the Suez Crisis, Margaret Thatcher in the Falkland’s Crisis, and George W. Bush and Tony Blair in the Iraq Crisis miss by going to war instead of the United Nations International Court at The Hague and thereby making themselves susceptible to the International Criminal Court for crimes against humanity.  As a teacher I believe that the aim of education is to help pupils to prepare themselves for being responsible citizens of the world.  Should not our schools today endorse Bentham’s aim for his school to help provide the greatest happiness for all people?  To apply this principle, I believe that all schools in Scotland and eventually throughout the world should use the UNESCO syllabus and UNICEF projects which share the aim of the United Nations for a peaceful world.  Should not the study of history, indeed the study of all subjects, be a study for peace with justice, and wisdom with virtue? (Leave stage)
86. NARRATOR  Let us get a relevant reaction from a journalist…
JOURNALIST    (Enter) Some of us will remember 1956 and the Suez Crisis. We remember how Hugh Gateskill, the Labour Leader of the Opposition, pleaded with Parliament and the Prime Minister
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Anthony Eden to go to the United Nations and let the Security Council use the International Court to arbitrate between Egypt and Britain to avoid a war.  Did Anthony Eden have to have his war?  A quarter of a century later, Perez de Quellar, Secretary General of the United Nations, persuaded the Argentineans to remove their forces from the Falkland Islands, and they began doing so.  Did Margaret Thatcher have to have her war?  And a further quarter of a century later: another crisis, again the United Nations and its International Court were available if only America and Britain could have been patient while the UN observers were keeping Saddam in check.  Every day we read about in newspapers, hear about on radio, and see on television the suffering that can be avoided if the philosophy of Jeremy Bentham were to be taken seriously.  Jeremy Bentham said, “Let publicity expose the tyrant”.  As a journalist I would challenge every newspaper in every country to devote one page of every issue to Education for a better – a more pleasurable and less painful – world.  “Education for a Better World” is everybody’s business, not only that of a teacher or of a journalist.  Education for a Better World is the business of all of us, and all are teachers in one way or another on every occasion when we share information with others.  (Leave stage)
49.  NARRATOR    Let us ask a prison governor and a prison warden to comment…

PRISON GOVERNOR    (Step forward:)  As a prison governor I believe that Bentham’s concern for prison reform has significant implications for today.  It is particularly relevant to three things: one, to crime prevention; two, to provide rehabilitation; and three, to provide after care in society.  There is a Jail in Texas where a teacher has presented a pilot scheme on the study of philosophy by prisoners.  Statistics show over a number of years that the re-offending rate of these prisoners has been very low in contrast to that of a control group that has remained high.  Does not the rehabilitation of a criminal depend upon him being motivated to make happiness, not misery, the goal for himself and others?
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PRISON WARDEN    (Step forward:)  Yes, and this is but one example of how Bentham’s principle can be applied.  It is my observation as a prison warden that the best way to provide pleasure and not pain for greater happiness of all of us is to give prisoners a positive purpose in life for serving the society they have offended.  Until prisoners are helped to find a positive purpose in life, they will re-offend.  Rehabilitation, not rejection!  (Both leave stage:)
50.  NARRATOR    Let us ask a soldier to comment…

SOLDIER   (Steps forward:) I served in the Second World War in a British uniform.  I believe that now that we have a United Nations, all military personnel of all nations should be placed under its supervision and that all in the military should wear blue berets and blue helmets and be seen as peacemakers and peacekeepers.  That is, I believe that there should be an international police force for the welfare of all people, making certain that no nationalistic, insular foreign policy can be forced upon any other country. (Leave stage:)

51. NARRATOR     Let us ask an economist to comment…

ECONOMIST    (Step forward:) Bentham believed that one should not merely make money for one’s family, but go beyond – and beyond even serving his country – to serving the world of humanity. Bentham followed in the steps of Socrates who was committed to the meeting of human need beyond his nation/state of Athens – and in the steps of David Hume – who saw himself as a citizen of the world.  His friend Adam Smith, the moral philosopher and economist, created an economic theory not for the wealth of his own country but for the wealth of nations – all nations – and all the people of all the nations: no child – anywhere – to be left behind.  Yes, make poverty history.  But to this did not Bentham add another step?  And is it not a significant step?  The step of radical reform of national and international law so that it not be limited to the greater prosperity for all but extended to the achievement of the greater happiness for all.  Let the words be changed from “money, money, money, it’s a rich man’s world”,
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to “happiness, happiness, happiness it’s a caring man’s world”.  (Leave the stage:)
52.  NARRATOR    Let us ask a lawyer to comment…

LAWYER    (Step forward:) Has not history shown us that laws are the cement of society and of civilisation and that anarchy doesn’t rule O.K?  Does not anarchy contribute to all kinds of pain and suffering rather than to pleasure and happiness?  No one should defend unjust laws.  But neither should one use them to justify violence or terrorism in any form.  We live in a democracy that protects the right of one to protest, but through freedom of speech and the press, both of which Bentham advocated, and through the ballot box which he used.  Bentham took law to its international perspective, showing why we should – and how we could – go to court and use the courts to provide justice.  To abide by law providing order, whether national or international, I believe, however, is not the lawyer’s business, per se; it’s everybody’s business. (Leave stage:)
53.  NARRATOR    Let us ask a member of an Interfaith Association to comment…

MEMBER OF AN INTERFAITH ASSOCIATION  (Steps forward:) As no political institution should exist for its own well- being and the happiness of the people of its own nation – regardless of the effect upon others – so no religious institution should be insular and self- centred and claim that its perspective is the only right one. Bentham said, “Justice and freedom depend upon proper and precise legislation.  And peace when it comes is not born out of the absence of war (but the presence of justice), for peace is the child of Justice with equality of opportunity and the end of greed.  Out of one foolish word may start a thousand daggers.” The bombing of the Twin Towers was the trigger that set off the second Iraq war.  The response was the use of the word “crusade” which Bentham considered to be a foolish word of total malice.  To have treated certain Muslim countries as if they were part of an axis of evil was not helpful.  Has not the response to the word “crusade” throughout history brought millions of daggers – and burnings, bombings and so much more.   Bentham coined the   

37

word “multicultural”.  Should not the word “crusade” be replaced with that word or the word “interfaith” – and not with spitefulness but with inclusiveness?  Bentham taught that to bring happiness, not pain, to people of other faiths is the way you make friends among the nations and thereby remove them as potential enemies. (Leave stage:)
54.  NARRATOR    Let us ask a member of a United Nations Organisation to comment: 

MEMBER OF A UNITED NATIONS ORGANISATION  (Steps forward:)  David Hume’s statue on the Royal Mile in front of the High Court of Judiciary is in Edinburgh for all to see.  He is in classical dress, holding a scroll depicting the influence of the classics on his life, not least the teaching of Socrates as found in the Dialogues of Plato with its message of peaceful dialogue, not militant confrontation.  Should there not also be a statue of Jeremy Bentham in front of the International Court of Justice at The Hague in the Netherlands?  And should it not have under the name, Jeremy Bentham, the four words from the mace in the Scottish Parliament: Wisdom – Justice – Compassion – Integrity?  For Scotland and its Radical Enlightenment influenced Bentham.  Can you see it?  In front of the International Court, and under the United Nations flag, there is Jeremy Bentham, the Father of Utilitarianism and International Law!  Perhaps he is dressed in the 18th century Scottish style of David Hume.  He is holding a copy of David Hume’s An Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals, open at Section V with its numerous references to “utility” that became the word that was in the background of all Bentham’s writings, as the writings of Plato about Socrates were among the Classical writings that so influenced David Hume to consider himself to be a citizen of the world.  Does not Bentham deserve this statue for the promotion of his cause for our world today?  And does he not deserve our promotion by supporting the work of the United Nations?  Do we not want the nations of the world to Go to Court, Not to War?  

NARRATOR    Thank you for your comments.  Please join the cast on stage as I ask my final question.  Where is Jeremy Bentham 
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now?  Because he helped to found University College, London, he left his body to its department of medicine where his request to be made into an “auto-icon” was honoured and where his body today can be seen,  Oh! … really?

BENTHAM as AUTO-ICON   (As other members of the startled cast stand aside, Bentham is brought onto the stage as his “auto-icon”, dressed in his suit, with Dapple across his legs.  He is joined by all the cast, stage crew and production team.  The United Nations flag is placed over him:) 

55. NARRATOR    (Getting the audience’s attention for silence:)  We will conclude with the last words of Paradise Lost and the final word of Jeremy Bentham.

MOTHER    (Reading from Book 12 – lines 587-589, 615-618, 641- 642, 645-end)
  (Our parents) looking back, all the eastern side beheld

  Of Paradise, so late their happy seat,… …

  Some natural tears they dropped, but wiped them soon,

  The world was all before them, where to choose

  Their place of rest, and providence their guide: 

  (Que for the  cast to respond:)
  They hand in hand with wandering steps and slow,
  Though Eden took their solitary way.

(Hand in hand, the cast slowly move to the side and point towards Bentham.  Bentham stands. The United Nations flag is spread out by him and the representative of the United Nations Organisation.)

BENTHAM    (Loudly:)  Go to court, not to war.  (Bentham is joined by Young Bentham in taking a bow.  This is followed by all in the cast bowing and leaving the stage.)
The End of Docu-Drama.
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     John Bowring: (Jeremy’s secretary) David McGill

     John Stuart Mill: Cameron Pirie                             

     Prince Charles-Maurice de Talleyrand- Pērigord: Iain Kerr                                                  
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                   conclusion to John Milton’s Paradise Lost    
From Paradise Lost, by John Milton

     The loss of Eden 

Of MAN’S first disobedience, and the fruit

Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 

Brought death into the world, and all our woe,

With loss of Eden, till one greater man

Restore us, and regain the blissful seat,

Sing heavenly muse, that on the secret top

Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didst inspire

That shepherd, who first taught the chosen seed,

In the beginning how the heavens and earth 

Rose out of chaos: ….                           (Book 1 – Lines 1-10a)

Now hand in hand let us work for Paradise Regained 

[Our parents] looking back, all the eastern side beheld 

Of Paradise, so late their happy seat,… …

Some natural tears they dropped, but wiped them soon;

The world was all before them, where to choose

Their place of rest, and providence their guide:

They hand in hand with wandering steps and slow,

Through Eden took their solitary way.
     (Book 12 – Lines 587-589, 615-618,  641-642, 645-end)

Some Reflections:

     Jeremy Bentham lived at the place where Milton had lived and was inspired by this poetic radical. 

     No more war, for the greatest happiness should be for the greatest number - that is, for all: for the meek, for the sick, for the poor, for all to whom war brings greater pain. Thus power to the peacemakers for the terrorists, tyrants, and warmongerers have had it too long. The only effective utility of weapons of war – especially weapons of mass destruction – is to bring massive death and unlimited pain. The peacemakers possess a paradise within themselves, happier, far happier indeed, than others claiming for the cause of their idea of democracy -- and others even claiming for their supposed cause of justice – who bring misery through their methods used to bring to themselves wealth and to bring to others the slavery of subservience.  
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The cast in the 2007 Edinburgh Festival Fringe
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Jeremy Bentham and his secretary, John Bowring
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Bentham visited by his father at Oxford
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Bentham with the Prime Minister, the Chancellor and others

in the House of Commons scene
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The prison warden being interviewed in the Epilogue
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The Representative of the United Nations Organisations being 

Interviewed in the Epilogue
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Young Jeremy Bentham with his father
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William Pitt, the Chancellor, with Mrs. Shelburne
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William Shelburne, the Prime Minister
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William Shelburne, PM
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Unfirling the United Nations flag at the end of the Epilogue
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