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A docu-drama play

by

Wally Shaw

i

Introduction

David Hume, where are you?  The world today has urgent need of you!  That is why I wrote this docu-drama for The Radicals.  The Radicals (the Radical Enlightenmentarians) are an inclusive drama group that welcomes all, regardless of background.  David Hume – Citizen of the World had a world premier at the 2005 Edinburgh Festival Fringe at  St. Mark’s artSpace, Castle Terrace.  It was produced and directed by Graeme Ballantine who, with his wife Vivien, played the leading roles of David Hume and his sister, Katherine, in the last performance.  At all other performances Richard Nasmyth and Josée Mobbs played the leading roles.  The play was brought back at the 2006 Fringe, when it was produced and directed by Ian Cameron.  (The programme appears at the end of this script.)  A second docu-drama, Socrates – Last Days and Legacy, was also performed by The Radicals at the 2006 Fringe to show an important aspect of Hume’s “Heritage.”  (Hume’s statue is in classical dress in front of the High Court of Justiciary on the Royal Mile in Edinburgh.)  I wrote a third docu-drama, Jeremy Bentham – The Pursuit of Happiness, to be performed at the 2007 Fringe to show an aspect of Hume’s legacy.  (Bentham acknowledged that the writing of David Hume introduced him to the word “utility”, on which he founded his philosophy.  St. Mark’s artSpace is an appropriate venue because the minister of the Edinburgh Unitarian Church from 1812-1817 had been with Bentham when they discussed the phrase “The Pursuit of Happiness”.)

As a student at Wabash College in Indiana, USA, I was so enthralled by the philosophy and teaching of David Hume that I chose to come to Edinburgh, where I could have a base for visiting Chirnside and the places in Edinburgh that provided the atmosphere for Hume’s experiences of life and thought.  I was also able to do research in La Flêche in France, where Hume wrote his Treatise, and in Paris where, as secretary to the British Embassy, Hume assisted Benjamin Franklin in the American cause and befriended a certain comtesse who arranged for him to hear the young Mozart, and from where Hume took Jean Jacques Rousseau to England.  He later entertained Franklin at his home in Edinburgh’s New Town.
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If a picture is worth a thousand words, role-play is worth many millions.  This docu-drama allows you to identify with Hume and his associates in an existential manner with empathy, allowing you to enter into their situation, to be in their shoes.  We do that best not by reading about David Hume but, in a play-reading or production, by imagining that we are him.  And here, with Hume’s sister as the leading female role, there is the opportunity to view him from her perspective.  David Hume came alive for The Radicals and they have been able to relate directly his experiences to their lives, to their relationships, and to the needs of the world around them.  They have discovered how much this is a world without Hume – a world that prefers certainty to scepticism, leaping to false conclusions with disastrous consequences that have brought extensive wealth and power to some but poverty and misery to millions.
I thank The Radicals for refining the initial script and also thank the audiences who have provided responses aiding revision. The performances begin with the four words - WISDOM – JUSTICE – COMPASSION – INTEGRITY, on the mace in the Scottish Parliament and close with the unfurling of the flag of the United Nations.

 I thank the congregation of St. Mark’s Unitarian Church for providing such an excellent venue for drama and music and for its hospitality.

I thank Ian Cameron for re-formatting and publishing this script.

 I thank Scotland UnLimited for a millennium award so that The Radicals could create a website (livingphilosophy.org.uk), and lay the foundation for future contributions to the Arts.  You are invited to help expand this by joining The Radicals or by organising your own play- reading group. (This is the first of several docu-dramas to be published.) 

David Hume, where are you?  He can be found by you within these pages;   you can bring him back to life through your immediate role-play to help you to reflect on the implications of considering yourself to be a citizen of the world.  Best wishes on your journey. –  Wally Shaw. 
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David Hume – Citizen of the World

David Hume, Scotland’s most famous philosopher, was born in Edinburgh on 7th May, 1711, and died in Edinburgh on the 25th August, 1776, at the age of 65.  He was a founder of the British Renaissance (“Reawakening”), the Scottish Radical Enlightenment and the agnostic school of philosophy (taking Empiricism to its logical conclusion of scepticism, limited only by practical reservations).  His writings questioned the truth of religious dogma for which he paid the price of not being seriously considered for becoming a professor of Moral Philosophy at either Edinburgh or Glasgow University.  He was sociable and had many friends, but his life was spent in study and writing, except for short interruptions when he was a secretary to military missions in Austria, Italy and France (which were later to become Embassies) and when he was the under-Secretary of Scotland.  His life falls into two base locations.

Chirnside:  For his first 41 years his home was in the country at “Ninewells,” a farmstead near Chirnside, Berwickshire, in the Scottish Borders.  When he was two years old, his father (a lawyer turned country gentleman) died and he was brought up by his mother (whose own father was an eminent Edinburgh lawyer).   She oversaw his early education and hoped that he would become a lawyer.  He attended Edinburgh University at the age of twelve, but gave up law studies in favour of his passion for philosophy and literature (especially the Greek and Latin Classics).  His strenuous studying seriously affected his mental and physical health.  Seeking less arduous mental activity he became, for a short time in England, a tutor and then a merchant; but he found these employments unfulfilling.  So he spent three years in “retreat” in France, during which time, before he was 25, he wrote his Treatise of Human Nature, an extensive work in three volumes.  Returning to Ninewells he wrote moral, political and literary essays. After a year as tutor to a Marquis in England he became secretary to General St. Clair on a military expedition against the French that was supposed to take him to America and on to Canada, but was redirected to France due to turbulent weather. He returned to Ninewells to write his 
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Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, which included rewriting parts of his Treatise (which had fallen “dead born” from the press and required rewriting). He then rejoined General St. Clair, this time as secretary on a mission to Austria and Italy.  When he returned to Ninewells he wrote Essays on Political Economy and Imaginary Dialogues on Religion. 

Edinburgh:  For the last 24 years of his life his base was in the capital where he valued his contacts and further friendships, most notably with Adam Smith, the moral and political economist.  As librarian to the Faculty of Advocates Hume had access to a vast amount of resource material which he used for writing his objective History of England.  When he was Secretary to the British Mission in Paris, he helped introduce Benjamin Franklin to French society and further to Scottish society.  It is unknown to what extent he arranged for the young Mozart, who had played for Louis XV at Versailles, to play for George lll at what was to become Buckingham Palace.  Mozart, at the age of eleven, played at the Salons of Paris where Hume’s lady friend, the Comtesse de Boufflers, was, with Hume, a star attraction.  After his time as secretary to the British Ambassador to France, Hume returned to Britain with Jean Jacques Rousseau, a tale with an unpleasant ending.  Against the views of his own government and most British people, Hume publicly supported independence for the American colonies.  In his last two years he suffered from what was probably cancer of the intestines, but he surprised all his friends with his good spirits, as he continued to work on further editions of his writings.  When  he gave his last dinner party on 4th July, 1776, he unwittingly celebrated the day America declared its Independence, but he had campaigned for it to be gained through an Act of Parliament releasing the colonies rather than Britain provoking a revolutionary war. 

If a film were made about David Hume today, it could perhaps be called
“BRAVEHEAD”.

v

PLAY NOTES

In the play section of this book you will notice the following. The names of the characters are in capitals and bold type.  The directions and other information are in an italic typeface, contained within parenthesis. Words and phrases worthy of emphasis in the text are printed in bold type.   
Stage setting:   ( View from the audience.) 

On the right, at the back of the stage, there is a backdrop prop depicting Paris in 1766. 

 In the centre at the back, there is a backdrop prop depicting Edinburgh,   from 1711-1776.  In front of this prop is a chair for Hume. 

On the left side, at the back of the stage, there is a backdrop prop  depicting the Statue of Liberty.

In the front and centre of the stage are three identical music stands, side by side, for Katherine, Hume, and the Commentator.

A United Nations flag is on a pole on the right until needed.

 A quill pen for Hume and books for three characters in the epilogue.
Music:    Piano pieces as indicated in the directions within play text.

Cast:   Unless full period costumes are available it is suggested that all performers have white tops and black trousers or skirts. The young boy playing Mozart should have an American T-shirt under his white top. 

There are no intervals in the performance.

Characters in Order of Appearance.

Prelude:  “Setting the Scene.” 


Mozart:  Waits until Hume has settled then plays.


Hume:  Enters and takes a seat in front of the Edinburgh prop.

Welcomer:  Greets the audience when the music finishes.
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Act I  “Out of Chirnside”

Scene I:  “The Chirnside Years”  1711-1752

Hume:  Recollections to age 41. 


Katherine:  His sister, a year older than himself.


Commentator:  Linkage to current events. 

Scene 2:  “The Edinburgh years, to Paris”  1752-1765


Hume:  Recollections from age 41-55.


Katherine:  More questions.


Commentator:  Continuing linkage.


Comtesse de Boufflers:  Hume’s closest French companion. 


Mozart:  Playing, at the age of 11, for Hume.

Act II  “Edinburgh and Beyond.”

Scene I:  “The Edinburgh Years, from Paris”  1765-1776

Hume:  Recollections from age 55-65


Katherine:  Returns to original position.      


Commentator:  Back in original position.  


Benjamin Franklin:  Greatly assisted by Hume in Europe.


Jean  Jacques Rousseau:  Brought to England by Hume.

Scene 2:  Epilogue  “1776  The Death of David Hume and the

                                  Birth of a Nation.”
Second Commentator:  Moves into centre stage.  

Dr William Cullen:  Hume’s physician.

J.H.Burton:  Hume’s secretary and biographer.

An Historian:  Reading from prepared statement.  

A Publicist:  Reading from prepared statement.  

A Sceptic:  Reading from prepared statement.  

A Moral Philosopher: Reading from prepared statement.   

A Political Economist:  Reading from prepared statement.  
Adam Smith:  Who considered Hume to be his closest friend.

Scene 3:  Encore  “The Statue of Liberty Sketch”


First Commentator:  Back in original position.  


Mozart:  Returns to the stage but not to the piano.  


Dr Thomas Reid:  Hume’s main adversary.


Hume:  An urgently needed presence.

Postlude:  Mozart:  Now as an American plays after the curtain call.
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Prelude:  “Setting the Scene”

(David Hume enters and takes a seat, in front of the Edinburgh prop, and begins writing. Young Mozart, already at the piano, waits until Hume has settled then plays Rondo alla turca (part 1) from Sonata K331 before leaving the stage.  Enter the Welcomer who greets the audience with words appropriate to where the play is being performed, ending with the following.)

“You are reminded to turn off your mobile phone, but you are asked not to turn off your imagination which is now required for David Hume: Citizen of the World.  The four words on the mace in the new Scottish Parliament, WISDOM – JUSTICE – COMPASSION – INTEGRITY, are offered as the standard of the wisdom and integrity of the Scottish Radical Enlightenment for a more just, more compassionate – and thereby - more peaceful world.”  

(Welcomer leaves stage and ACT 1 begins immediately.) 

ACT I “Out of Chirnside”

Scene 1 “The Chirnside Years” 1711-1752
(Hume moves  to centre stage and, looking confused, speaks.)
HUME  What am I?…Why am I?…What beings surround me?…From whom and for whom do I have influence?…What do I believe I can know for certain? (You pick up a quill pen and begin asking a further question and begin writing.) What can I do to help make myself a more friendly, just and sympathetic person so that I can help make this a better world? (Katherine enters the stage on your right and the first Commentator enters on your left unobserved by you. They look at you in some amazement at what you are doing. You seem confused as you begin writing dramatically in the air as if your pen seems to be writing by itself.)    But what is this?    There are other questions that my pen
2

seems to be answering. (You become astonished at the dress of your audience and then at your own.)  Here am I, or appear so to be.  Am I dreaming?  Why else would I see myself as in my young days at Chirnside and asking the questions I asked myself before I did any writing?  Why else would I find myself minus my periwig, dressed in my semmit, a pair of black trousers on my spindle shanks and footwear, so plain and dull I fear the buckles have been stolen.  But as I look up from my quill, I am quite confounded by the impression of an assembly of similarly attired gentlemen and ladies.  Well, no, not quite, for on closer inspection I perceive that no other gentleman seems quite so tawdry in appearance as I. (You are startled to see your sister Katherine on your right.) And as I scan my sister, woman…upon my word?  I almost didn’t recognise you by how you are dressed!  Indeed!  For once in my life that facility for words that has served me well in the past completely deserts me. I am, in a word, lost for words!  But no, this cannot be a dream for all my senses tell me that I am awake.  However, I don’t know where I am; nor have I any awareness of the time, the day, the month, or even the year.  But what is life without mystery?  Just remember your Shakespeare, David.  Remember your Hamlet: 

“There are more things in heaven and earth Horatio

Than are dreamt of in your philosophy.”

KATHERINE    David, you are not dreaming.  You wonder where you are and when – that is, what time, day, month and year it is.  Where?  You are in Edinburgh.  When?  It was this day in August – for you, 1776.  Yes, 1776!  But now it is for us, and therefore for you, the (appropriate date).   Yes, the (same date).  You moved here with me from Chirnside 25 years ago in what would have been 1752 your time.  The questions you asked 
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when you began are the questions you asked yourself in your youth.  All here today want me to ask you the questions we gave you in advance so that you could think about them on your daily walks around Salisbury Crags, and have time to write them down as you prefer to do.  Now you can find the answers for the questions you asked when you were young, as you give us your answers to our questions.  And we have here (pointing) a Commentator to try to help make the answers you have written down relevant to us in the 21st century.

HUME    So that’s why I was writing: I was finishing off writing down these answers.  Although how I can be at once in 1776 and  at the same time in the 21st century is something of a mystery.  But let it pass.  Let it pass. (You resume pretending that your pen is still writing.) 

KATHERINE    David, what are you doing?

HUME    Trying to let my pen finish writing my answers.  (You put  down your pen.)
KATHERINE    (Stamping her foot.)  Oh, David, let’s get down to the matter at hand.  But before we begin the Interview, may I ask you, David:  Do you always greet people in such a whimsical manner?

HUME    (You dismiss your playful, pretended seriousness and smile.) Of course not, Kate, except when I’ve been asked to talk about philosophy.  I’d rather be talking about people. On this occasion, therefore, my main aim is to promote friendship between us. 

KATHERINE    Our first question, David, is:  What motivates you the most and makes you such a friendly person?
4

HUME    Reading the Classics for me has been a great source of enjoyment and has brought me contempt of riches, power and glory.  In place of these, the Classics have given me untroubled peace. I admire philosophy, for example, for the liberty it received from the freedom and toleration of the age and country of its birth. Ancient Greece was not cramped by creed and confessions except in Athens when some of the Sophists, who were political and religious leaders, contaminated its democracy and forced Socrates to drink hemlock.  Plato’s dialogues exposed that injustice.  But the contempt of riches, power and glory was exemplified by Socrates. 

KATHERINE    Yes, I recall our uncle, the Minister of Chirnside Church helping you to learn Greek when you were a child.  But “untroubled peace”?

HUME    Yes.  The “untroubled peace” was what I wanted and to receive this I returned as often as I could to the country life of Berwickshire where you and I spent most of our lives together.  I considered myself to be a “citizen of the world” as Socrates saw himself beyond being a citizen of Athens or of Greece.  I often sat under the trees that surrounded the wells that gave the name of “Ninewells” to our farm near Chirnside.  Often for reflection I would take solitary walks along the Whiteadder River just below our farmhouse.  It was my conclusion that ignorance tended to rule the world and that I should have the aim of contributing to the enlightenment of mankind.  But I believed that I should find pleasure in seeking to help provide education for a better world by providing it first for myself as often as rational thought and experience might require. 

COMMENTATOR     So one should have the freedom to change
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one’s beliefs.   That suggests that Mr Hume would feel at home in any church which endorsed the words of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights:  Article 18 – Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion: this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.” 

KATHERINE   You began your studies in Law here at Edinburgh University from the age of 12, and then left before completing a degree – for reasons we all can now understand – to study philosophy on your own.  You went to France, to La Flêche where René Descartes, the French Rationalist philosopher studied at the Jesuit College.  Yet you followed in his footsteps?

HUME    Not at all, because I avoided the dogmatic religious atmosphere of the college.  To the extent of having a retreat for thinking and for putting my thoughts down on paper, La Flêche in Anjou was an excellent choice.  It had an excellent library and I was deep in concentration and reflection while writing my Treatise of Human Nature.
COMMENTATOR    Today, Mr Hume wouldn’t support those who promote dogmatic Religious Fundamentalism or Creedal Orthodoxy, but he would try to befriend them. 

KATHERINE    When you returned to Chirnside from your first visit to France, you wrote your Moral and Political Essays.  Tell us your thoughts on this. 
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HUME    The Church tended to be universal in demanding orthodox belief and in denying clergy the freedom to put morality before theology.

COMMENTATOR      Thus today Mr Hume would be critical of Churches which consider those parts of the Bible to be God’s sacred Word which give accounts of Him telling the leaders of Israel to slaughter men, women and children who were Palestinians – such as those at Jericho.  Adolf Hitler said, “The enlightenment is over.”  Hitler had no time for enlightenment.  And over the course of the last 60 years, more wars, terrorism, natural disasters, and other tragic world events lend support to that cold and cynical view.   And the rejection of enlightenment is being encouraged today by certain tyrants and terrorists.  However, radical enlightenment can bring justice and peace which are the twin sources of the flame of true light.

KATHERINE    Our next question, David: Does reason have its limits?  

HUME    Since certainty is an illusion, then, yes, reason is by definition limited.  Reason leads not to certainty but to probability tempered as it always should be by healthy scepticism. 

COMMENTATOR    One can always find reasons for anything, even for going to war; but reason, like experience, must be examined critically.

KATHERINE    David, you observed ill-treatment of some clergy by the Church.  Were you ill-treated?
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HUME    When I was 33, I applied as a candidate for the Chair of 

Ethics at the University of Edinburgh.  The accusation of heresy, deism, scepticism, atheism and so on and so forth, were held against me, indeed even by those who I thought were my friends.  I’d hoped that my knowledge of philosophy would have been a criterion on which the appointment would be made.

COMMENTATOR    All students not only in Edinburgh but throughout the world over the last 250 years would have benefited from having been taught about the Scottish Radical Enlightenment.  Scotland, America and other countries might have been spared the rise of dogmatic Calvinism, and Jewish, Christian and Muslim Fundamentalism, and the extremes of Communism, Fascism, and laissé faire Capitalism, and, thereby, could have been spared terrorism and a world less prepared to cope with natural disasters such as tsunamis, droughts and famines.

KATHERINE    One thing has always intrigued us.  You write about passion, but did you ever experience passionate love?

HUME    (You rest your elbow on the table and your head in your hand, pretending to ponder.  After a pause – with your head still in your hand – you continue, as if going to make a confession.)  Did I ever experience passion?  I assume you mean with a woman?  Let me help you reach a verdict. - “O Mary, dearer than the day / That cheers the nighted wanderer’s ee, / Through ance-loved scenes I lonely stray, / But lovely Mary’s far frae me.” – Aha, you think you have me here?  Well you don’t.  So before you ask about my relationship with this Mary that these lines might suggest, I must tell you that the poem was written by our 
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mother about a certain lady’s thoughts about a grandchild.  So there!  No questions of a carnal nature, if you please, Kate.                  

KATHERINE    Let’s be serious.  What conclusions have experience and reason given you? 

HUME    Experience and reason have given  me the belief  that  the same motives always produces the same actions, the same events follow from the same causes.  Ambition, avarice, vanity, friendship, generosity, and other passions – mixed in various degrees – are the source of all actions which have ever been observed.  The study of the causes of war is the study of so many experiments by which politicians and moral philosophers understand their perspectives as part of a science: by experiment and observation.

COMMENTATOR    Mr Hume is telling us not only that one should be against terrorism but also that one should be against the causes of terrorism.  And a provocative cause of terrorism is injustice.  The world should not have been led into a war on terrorism without having been led into commitment to the removal of the causes of terrorism.  A good start would be to focus on justice for all who live in the so-called “Holy Land”.

KATHERINE    Then would you say that the same must follow for the study of the causes of peace?  Why are these people fighting; why are those people not fighting?  Your answer comes from observation?

HUME    Exactly. What do you observe when you see countries fighting?  One or other is suffering injustice.  What do you observe in countries that are not fighting?  They are trying to 
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treat each other with justice and compassion.

COMMENTATOR    Today then, Mr Hume, you would want all our schools to be teaching the principles of peacemaking and peacekeeping and meeting human need in support of the United Nations’ Declaration of Human Rights, and The Rights of the Child, and UNESCO’s programme for human responsibility which is available to all schools to provide education for a better, more just, and thereby more peaceful world.

KATHERINE    So we should raise our glasses and offer a toast to Aristotle? 

HUME    And why not?  Observation for him was the method by which we learn, as it was for Plato before him. Plato believed that 

no-one should be so pretentious as to let his name go forward to become a political leader if he is not a knowledgeable student of history.  That’s what his Academy was for.  It is reason applied to observation and not the decrees of religion that one should turn to for authority.  

COMMENTATOR    (Lifting a glass.)  To Aristotle and Plato and to David Hume.  If doctors and teachers are required to undergo special education and training based on observation before they begin their work, then why aren’t politicians required to undertake this before they seek office?

KATHERINE    David, you reject belief in miracles.  Do you also reject belief in religion?

HUME    I don’t believe in miracles, though I have respect for those who do.  But  no-no-no I was  never against  Christianity 
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or any other religion, or against belief in life after death.  But I must be sceptical because anything that is claimed to be supernatural, like life after death, cannot be observed.

COMMENTATOR   (To Hume)  So we can conclude that you understand natural religion to be religion based on observation of what motivates us through, for example, beauty and music and friendship in order to have good desires and create happiness for ourselves and others as our fulfilment.  And you contrast this natural religion with revealed religion.  

Scene 2  “The Edinburgh Years and to Paris” 1752-65
KATHERINE    David, think back to 1752.  What was the most important thing to happen to you during our first winter in Edinburgh? 

HUME   During our first winter here in Edinburgh, Adam Smith vacated the Chair of Logic at the University of Glasgow to be given the Chair of Moral Philosophy.  I sought to become his successor but I was not successful.  This did, however, allow me to settle into Edinburgh society and be chosen for a position here for the position of keeper of the library of the Faculty of Advocates fell vacant, and my friends put my name forward.  However, bigots took up the cry against me. 

COMMENTATOR (Scornfully) “DEIST! ATHEIST! SCEPTIC!”

HUME    Yes,  “Deist! Atheist! Sceptic!”
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COMMENTATOR   (Emphatically) And “the greatest and the most learned body of men in this country must not sanction a man with such profane and irreligious principles!” 

HUME    (Somewhat caught off-guard) Yes … but in the end, I carried the election by a considerable majority.  (Then you smile as you make a particular recollection.)  And I know of one woman who broke off all relationships with her lover because...he voted against me!  I was very grateful, I can tell you!

KATHERINE    And then?

HUME    I was cited with my friend, Lord Kames, who shared my views on natural religion, and we were condemned in a book that was addressed  “To The Consideration of the Reverend and Honourable Members of The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.”  Thus my views came before the Church of Scotland at its General Assembly in 1755.  A resolution was passed expressing the Church’s  “utmost abhorrence” of  “impious and infidel principles,” and of  “deepest concern on account of the prevalence of infidelity and immorality, the principles whereof have been, to the disgrace of our age and nation, so openly avowed in several books published of late in this country, and which are but too well known amongst us.”  Thus was I formally anathematised by the Church. 

COMMENTATOR    (Cynically)  Shame!

KATHERINE    (To the Commentator, very seriously.)  It was awful.  It really was!
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HUME    Yes, especially when a formal resolution was put to the Assembly that my writings should be examined and a report presented to the next General Assembly.  But the Overture was defeated and toleration was triumphant. 

COMMENTATOR    Thank God for the majority in the Church of Scotland then, and now, being true Moderates and not Fundamentalists! 

KATHERINE    Is it because many Churches claim to be perfect that they are open to abuse by those who are in power and by those who seek power?      

HUME  Yes, and my observations of the Churches, my experiences, have been of communities being unwilling to acknowledge any weaknesses and instead promoting the idea of a claim to perfection.

KATHERINE    You mentioned Adam Smith. 

HUME    Yes, there he is over in Kirkcaldy.  When I look out of the north window of my house on St. David’s Street and across the Firth of Forth, I can almost see his house.  When he sent me a copy of his Theory of Moral Sentiments I replied:  “Few are they who judge with wisdom and examine without prejudices.  And nothing can be a stronger presumption of falsehood than the approbation of the multitude.”  

KATHERINE    Meaning?

HUME    I took the approach that a wise actor, - and indeed a politician – might first consider if he has blundered when he’s
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applauded by the populace.  

COMMENTATOR    However, many today don’t realise that Adam Smith wrote all of his works on morality before he wrote his Wealth of Nations.  They therefore believe in a kind of laissé faire capitalism which Smith never advocated.  He never taught that profit making should come before moral responsibility.  Money before morality? - not Smith’s economic principle.  He would abhor much of the Capitalist system today, not least that which is attributed to him.       

KATHERINE    Tell us about the clergyman who put religion before philosophy.  And what difference did that make?

HUME    Yes, Rev Dr Thomas Reid.  He submitted his book, Enquiry into the Human Mind, for my comment.  But he gave religious answers to philosophical questions.  He wrote with so much spirit and entertainment that I didn’t want to offend him, however.  So, in spite of my variance of opinion, I replied in a polite and friendly manner.  There is, however, all the difference between philosophy being the moral and critical foundation for religion, and religion abusing philosophy or ignoring it altogether.  And when religion is the foundation of philosophy, as it is in revealed religion, then critical and even constructive philosophy is made impotent.  

COMMENTATOR    Thomas Reid was to become the greatest mind to set itself in opposition to Mr Hume’s system of philosophy.  The Rev Thomas Reid helped train ministers at Aberdeen University, many of whom went to America to be teachers and even founders of American universities taking dogmatic  Calvinism  with  them and holding back the influences
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that David Hume would have offered.  They attempted to indoctrinate the new nation with what Reid called the “Common Sense” school of Philosophy: that is, that every person has a God given understanding of the difference between right and wrong.  Many slave owners used it to justify their owning of slaves; and even some of American Founding Fathers who owned slaves used Thomas Reid’s “Common Sense” philosophy to claim that since they believed that there was nothing wrong in owning slaves, there was, therefore, nothing wrong in owning slaves.  They held to that Calvinist confidence, that certainty and lack of scepticism, that has continued to expand, becoming the foundation of many religious Fundamentalists and political Neo-conservatives in America today.

KATHERINE    We moved to James’s Court on the Royal Mile near the castle, only a few doors down from the house where you had been born in 1711 and opposite where we had lived at Riddle’s Close.  Your writings had gained wide popularity.  Indeed, The Comtesse de Boufflers was enamoured by you and I recall all those letters that began arriving from Paris, noting that you were not exactly hesitant in replying to this most amicable and accomplished lady who was known to combine grace with elegant beauty.  She was known as the “Queen of Paris,” was married to the Marquis de Boufflers whom she considered to be boring, though she bore him a son.  Our next question, is:  Tell us about the Comtesse de Boufflers.

HUME    (Playfully avoiding the question.) You know, Kate, I’ve enjoyed my daily walks around Salisbury Crags this last week thinking about these questions.
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KATHERINE    (Interrupting)  David, don’t be so evasive.  You do not need to be reminded, do you?  The Comtesse was obsessed by all internationally great people of her day: not least by Walpole, Rousseau, and Mozart.  She came to London, using as her excuse that she wanted to see Johnson and Boswell, but she had heard that you were there and it was you that she wanted to see.  But you were in Harrogate at the time.  Had you indeed been in London, who knows what might have happened? 

HUME    I did write to the lady. (Continuing to reveal that you are being playful.)  There were afternoons when I was at the Philosophical Society.  Benjamin Franklin’s essay on lightening rods and my physician, Dr Cullen’s, essay on thermodynamics were quite unforgettable.

KATHERINE    (Interrupting, you try further provocation.) David, please.  I recall that you also wrote to Adam Smith that you were reluctant to accept the invitation to become the Secretary to the British Embassy in Paris because you did not want to resume connections with the great and because you were afraid that the civility and gaiety of Paris would prove disagreeable to a person of your age and humour.  Why, then did you write to the Comtesse that she was the first person you wanted to meet if you ever got the chance to return to Paris?  Was it because of the Comtesse that you accepted the post of Secretary to the British Embassy in Paris?  You were enamoured of her through correspondence, weren’t you?  I recall that you even wrote to her with the assurance that she would not find you lacking in regard and attachment towards her.

HUME   (Returning to your playfulness.)  Then there was the Select Society.  It met Wednesday evenings and we discussed
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philosophy and ways to improve public speaking.  But most of all I enjoyed the Poker club.  It met  between two o’clock and six o’ clock on Friday afternoons for a meal and discussion.  Most  recently we have been meeting at Fortune’s Tavern where I was an assessor and occasionally acting secretary, holding the poker in my hand and satirising it. (You pick up your pen and thrust it.)      

KATHERINE    David, when you accepted the post of Secretary  to the Embassy, you let James’s Court to the Reverend Hugh Blair, you left Peggy Irvine and me to be his housekeepers, and you went off to Paris.  Why? I think we know the reason!

HUME    Ah, Paris!  (You pause but revert to your evasion.)  How wonderful it was to meet D’Alembert, Diderot, Helvetius and, of course, the Marquise du Deffand who live near the British Embassy.  As a hostess she would not let me and her other guests leave her salon until five o’ clock the following morning.

KATHERINE    David, the Marquise was near enough blind; that’s why she slept until afternoon and didn’t know the difference between day and night.  They called her “the most lively corpse in Paris.”  She was 68, much too old for you.  She referred to you as the High Priest of the Temple, that is; of the salon de la  Comtesse de Boufflers.  David, why will you not tell us about the Comtesse?

COMMENTATOR    (Pointing with excitement.)  Oh, here she comes now (wait) and with Mozart!  Ladies and gentlemen, will you welcome the Comtesse de Boufflers – ah – and young Wolfgang.  (You lead in applause as you move back and sit on the chair out of the way.)
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HUME    (You give them one of your stares coupled with total amazement as the Comtesse and Mozart come onto the stage towards the piano.  Mozart sits down, takes time to settle and then plays Rondo alla turca (part 2) from Sonata K331.  The Comtesse stands to the right of the piano, almost off-stage, focussing her attention on Mozart to help others to quietly listen.  When Mozart  finishes the Comtesse leads the audience in applause as he takes his bow, first to the audience, then to the Comtesse and then to David Hume and others.  Mozart then sits down,his eyes following the movements of the Comtesse.)  
COMTESSE   (To Mozart, in a French accent.) You, dear Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, are a genius.  To hear you play again, as you did in the salons of Paris, brings back so many memories. 

MOZART    (You stand and bow to the Comtesse, and then in a loud voice you say:)  Merci, ma Comtesse.  (You then sit down again facing away from the piano.) 

COMTESSE    (You move to the front and centre of the stage while Katherine steps back to let you speak to David Hume.)  Bon jour, mon cher Mâitre.  You, too, are a genius.  You have an authority and a goodness of heart that I esteem and a genius that I admire, and a wit that pleases me, and so you have always been welcome to my Paris salon, and not least when alone.  For no other have I had such esteem or such an objective admiration.  Alas, our relationship ended.  But you will always be in my heart.  And now – this - brief moment (you sigh!) I wish to assure you again, as I have in the past, that I love you, David, I love you with all my heart. 
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HUME   My dear I will love you till I die. You could cut me limb from limb; but like fleas, those pernicious animals of my country, I still will be attached to you when I expire, as we were hand in hand at L’Isle Adam when we walked by the banks of the Oise.  

COMTESSE    (You move to Hume.  He kisses your hand and bows, you curtsy.)  Au revoir, David.  (You leave the stage with Mozart.)  
ACT II “Edinburgh and Beyond”

Scene 1 “The Edinburgh Years, from Paris” 1765-1776

KATHERINE    (Returning to original position)  So, David, our next question is, did you like being Secretary to the Embassy in Paris?   

HUME    (Composing yourself.) I felt at home because in addition to the civility with which I was treated I considered myself to be a citizen of the world.  I owe allegiance to the world and I therefore try to found my moral philosophy on universal observations.  Friendship must have no political, no religious, and no national boundaries!

COMMENTATOR    (Returning to original position.) But today, if you call yourself a citizen of the world many people would accuse you of being unpatriotic.  They might say, “If you’re not for us, you’re against us.”  

KATHERINE    Then, how about economics?  Should there be a moral foundation to economics?
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HUME    Of course, as there should be in every field of human endeavour.  For example, Adam Smith knew this well.  When he wrote  the   Wealth  of   Nations  he   expected  this   work  to  be interpreted from a moral point of view: the wealth of all nations and all people of all nations equally.  And, of course, I was pleased to help my friend, Benjamin Franklin, prepare for his presentation to the court in Paris. (When his name is mentioned Franklin quietly comes on stage and looks at the Paris prop.)  I wanted to help him with the American cause of independence.  He certainly wasn’t getting any help from the British! 

COMMENTATOR    If David Hume had been listened to by Parliament, the Americans would have been given their independence without the suffering on both sides of a Revolutionary War.  The statue of Hume on the High Street at the top of the Mound would have a copy next to the Statue of Liberty in New York – and another next to the statue of Benjamin Franklin in Philadelphia – and another copy of the statue of Hume would be next to the statue of Abraham Lincoln in Washington.  There would have been no need for General Washington to lead an army and America’s capital might today be called, HUMEton!  HUMEton!  

KATHERINE    (Along with Hume, having ignored the banter.) Were you able to help Benjamin Franklin in any other ways?  (When his name is mentioned again Franklin quietly moves to study the Edinburgh prop.)
HUME    I gave him – in London, Paris and here in Edinburgh – the support of being among the few Scots and English who wanted America to be given its independence without war.  
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Incidentally, Adam Smith joined me in a campaign to promote American independence.  

COMMENTATOR     And he is here with us now.  Let us all  welcome Benjamin Franklin and let him speak for himself. (Commentator and Katherine move back as Franklin moves to the front of the stage near Hume.)    
FRANKLIN    My dear friend, well do I remember the first time I met you here in Edinburgh and you invited me to present my paper on lightening rods to the Select Society.  And then we met in London when I was representing the Pennsylvania Assembly objecting to taxation without representation.  And then when you were Secretary to the British Embassy in Paris you introduced me to Parisian society and arranged my meeting with the King at Versailles.  You helped enable the support of France for the cause of American independence at a time when the British Parliament rejected your advances.  And later when I returned to Edinburgh you invited me to stay at your new home in St. David’s Street.  I have been pleased to refer to you as “the excellent Christian, David Hume, agreeable to the precepts of the Gospel,” as you gave me assistance and advice, your friendship and hospitality.  On behalf of all the American people, I thank you. (Shake hands.)      
HUME    (Smiling).  Dr Franklin, you are, perhaps, the only one who ever referred to me as an “excellent Christian.” (Franklin nods and leaves the stage.) I always will consider Dr Franklin to be a philosopher, as well as an inventor and a statesman. 

KATHERINE    (Back in position.) Why did you leave France?  

HUME    (You seem confused and seek composure.) I came back because Lord Hertford who was Ambassador to France was 
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transferred to Ireland and wanted me to go there as his secretary, but I wanted to return to Scotland.

KATHERINE   Why did you bring Rousseau with you to England?        

HUME    My answer to that is not just utterly astonishing, it is utterly painful. (You begin nervously fiddling with your pen. Rousseau, aggrieved and in a paranoid state comes down the left aisle and stands at the corner of the stage and glares at Hume.)  I brought Rousseau back with me because he sought asylum in England.  He was entirely in my care but the more I tried to help him the more he turned against me.   

ROUSSEAU    (Shouting at Hume as he passes in front of him.) Whitewitch!….Rattlesnake!….Devil!                      

HUME    I never wanted to see him again; and I do not welcome seeing him now!  He was either a villain, or an errant madman, or both.  The last is my opinion, but the villain seems to me to have predominated in his character.  The events were so terrible that Adam Smith told me never to put the story into print.  (You fiddle with your pen in reflection as Rousseau strides half way up the right aisle. Then you look to your left as if looking for Smith.) Oh, Adam Smith, I wish I could see you now! 

COMMENTATOR    (After a long pause and with you hand covering the side of your mouth so that Hume cannot hear.) You will gather that Hume doesn’t like talking about (Pointing.) that man,  Jean Jacques Rousseau, the celebrated Swiss philosopher, author of Emile and the Treatise on Education. (You pause further as Rousseau angrily leaves.) Not withstanding  the beauty of his works, Rousseau was a difficult and unlikeable paranoid.
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KATHERINE    David, we now want you to tell us about what happened after you settled Rousseau in England and returned to Edinburgh.

HUME    I expected to be named as British Secretary for Ireland, but I wasn’t looking forward to the posting.  I didn’t think I had the capacity for hard drinking and political intrigue that went with the job. 

KATHERINE    So did you come back from Paris with no position?  

HUME    It was suggested – by some wit – that I be given (You indicate that it was said humorously) a bishopric instead; but the title, “Bishop David Hume,” didn’t appeal to me. 

COMMENTATOR    But, Your Reverence, the title appeals to us.  I propose a toast to Bishop David Hume.  (You raise your glass.) To our friend Bishop David Hume! 

KATHERINE    (Joining in) To my brother, Bishop David Hume!

HUME   (Your tone changes completely.  Your smile has returned but you have ignored the banter.) Well, the post in Ireland never materialised, but a year after my return to Scotland I accepted the invitation from General Conway, Secretary of State for Scotland, to be his under-secretary.  I held this office until he was superseded a year later. I directed the policy of the Home Office in its communications with the Church of Scotland.  I tried to advise the General Assembly to avoid everything that disturbed harmony and  tranquillity  and  further to observe all  those duties
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which true religion and laws of this kingdom require.  I found my way of life at the Home Office most agreeable and found myself reading messages containing all the secrets of the kingdom, and, indeed, of Europe, Asia, Africa and the American colonies.  In 1770, I had half of my highest hopes fulfilled.  I began to build a house on St David’s Street in the New Town.  This was only slightly less important than taking a wife.  I also hoped that I would be married.  But it just didn’t happen. 

KATHERINE    Don’t be sad, David.  You are known for your good humour.

HUME    Yes, I’ve at times been playful in the extreme, but for good, I hope, and not for evil.  Consider my playfulness.  While in the home of my friend, Mr Adam, I recall a chair giving way under me.  I felt the need for some appropriate reply and said to those around me, “You must tell Mr Adam to keep stronger chairs for heavy philosophers.”

COMMENTATOR    (Appropriate laughter.)  

HUME    Yes, I know, I’m not so heavy now.  And when asked 

by innocent females to tell them about myself I’ve often replied, “I’m a sober, discreet, virtuous, frugal, ordinary, quiet, good-natured man – of a BAD CHARACTER!”  But it’s always been a joke.

KATHERINE    What, then, should we make of your integrity?  What evidence would you offer of it? 

HUME    I hope I retain my genuineness and my sense of fun.  Once, being among those dining with the minister, Dr Jardine, I
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had to leave early, having inquired about “internal light” from others at the party.  And as he watched me leave his flat I continued in the extreme darkness down the stairs beyond the bottom landing and was found in the cellar wondering why I could find no outlet.  Then I heard a voice shouting down to me,  “Oh, David, where’s your internal light now?”  I laughed, of course, but it got me to thinking, “What were my views on the Church – especially the Churches in Scotland?”

COMMENTATOR    Can we give his answer to the question: Where is internal light?  internal light is in integrity.  And integrity can be found through laughter which cements friendships.

KATHERINE    What are your views on the Church, especially the Churches in Scotland?

HUME    (You recline your head on your hand as if in study, and continue; but you suddenly recover your posture, as has always been your custom, with some inquisitive question.)  What are my views towards the Church?  They are often misunderstood.  Well, for a start, I don’t recall ever having criticised anyone for going to church.  I have been concerned when my Christian friends have not been in church when I happened to attend.  I actually was fond of the preaching of one Dr Robertson and not averse even to those one or two who considered me their opponent.  I asked one woman why I never saw her in a church I occasionally attended and she gave as her defence that she belonged to a dissenting congregation, and not the Church of Scotland.  Fair enough, I suppose.

KATHERINE    I have often thought that nothing mattered more to you than the independence of the American colonies, hopefully
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without any loss of life.  Is this fair comment? 

HUME    Oh, yes. Certainly.  I’ve continued to support Franklin in the progress being made for America’s separation from Britain.  I have always believed that to be to the benefit of both countries.

KATHERINE    But where would that leave us?

HUME    Wherever it might leave us, the essential question is:  Why should the colonies be subordinated to the British legislature and then their trade subservient to the interest of a mother country?  I’ve proposed and dare to continue to propose that the American colonists no longer be treated as slaves.  I’m an American in my principles, though I’m against their use of slavery.  Further, those who sound the trumpet of war against the 

Americans have claimed to have a plan ready for governing them  after they’re subdued.  But they have no plan. 

COMMENTATOR    (Pondering.) Would not David Hume be horrified today about the situation in Iraq:  because, as a “Citizen of the World” he would have supported International Law which sometimes requires patience and always demands justice and peace-keeping? 
KATHERINE    What can history teach us about the rise and also the fall of Empire? 

HUME    Good question, Kate.  I must write to Edward Gibbon, because the first volume of his history on The Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire is almost completed
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COMMENTATOR    (To the audience.).  What of the fall of an American Empire?  No Empire or nation has lasted forever.  As Hume and Gibbon have shown, it has been the unjust actions of a strong nation that have eventually been the cause of its being brought down.  And why?  Through the revenge of those in the country unjustly treated when they were weak. When they become strong enough they rebel.  And so the sad cycle continues across the centuries – indeed across millennia.  And Hume has shown us that there are early signs of the downfall of civilisations – that one should worry when a society turns away from art and culture and the study of history and philosophy.  These are not

causes per se, but they so often precede the downfall of a civilisation.  Perhaps his message for us today would be to warn us that the United Kingdom, the United States and certain other countries are well into phase one of self destruction.  But we don’t realise it because we haven’t taken into account the insights and admonitions of the Scottish Radical Enlightenment.

KATHERINE    Oh, David, you wanted to be known more as an historian than as a philosopher. You deserve to see the publication of Gibbon’s book, The Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire, because you gave the author so much encouragement when he was writing it.  And it is right that you should see the peaceful rise of the American Republic.

HUME    Whether or not, Kate, America has a peaceful birth – and I have worked for that to happen – I can only hope that that nation will heed the lessons of history better than our nation has. 

COMMENTATOR    So Hume found in his Natural Religion that “we should do to others as we would want them to do to us.”
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KATHERINE    We have come to the end of our interview.  David, I’ve always been proud to be your sister.
HUME    Kate, thank you!  My friends, to each and every one of you I say, “Good fortune attend you,” and I take my leave, “Adieu”.  (Hume, Katherine and the Commentator leave the stage.)  
Scene 2  Epilogue  “1776. The Death of David Hume

and the Birth of a Nation”  
(A new second Commentator moves to centre stage accompanied by J.H.Burton on his right and Dr William Cullen on his left.)  
COMMENTATOR    With the beginning of the New Year and the bitter Edinburgh winter of 1776, David Hume’s health was noticeably deteriorating.  While a new nation was preparing to be born, David Hume was dying.  On the 18th of April he finished writing his little biographical sketch, called My Own Life.  He asked Adam Smith to arrange for its publication after his death.  Having completed his short autobiography and his will, Hume decided to seek relief from an illness in the waters at Bath.  He left Bath in June and on his way back to Edinburgh, he sent invitations, for dinner at his house in St David’s Street, to a number of his friends who were members of his favourite Edinburgh Society, his Poker Club.  He knew he would be too ill to travel even to Fortune’s Tavern where they normally met.  So he invited them to dine with him at his house on the 4th of July, no doubt for his famous mutton.  That is, the 4th of July, 1776!  In his biography, The Life and Correspondence of David Hume, J.H.Burton wrote about that dinner party.
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BURTON    (Stepping forward and reading from your biography of Hume.)  “Thus did this knot of men, united in friendship by the greatness of their talents, and their superiority to all things small and mean, meet for the last time round the social board, to bid, as it were, a farewell to him who had been the chief ornament and distinction of their circle.  The eyes of these affectionate friends sedulously and anxiously watched the expiring flame…” (Remain on stage.)   
COMMENTATOR    And so it was that Hume celebrated his friendships and his last dinner party as America was celebrating its first day of “Independence.” Adam Smith did make a further visit to him, but cut his visit short to keep his friend from the pain of speaking.  David Hume died at about four o’ clock in the afternoon of Sunday, 25th August, 1776.  He was 65.  His physician and trusted friend was Dr Cullen, who wrote these words.

CULLEN    (Reading from a book.) “It is perhaps from trifles that we can best distinguish the tranquillity and cheerfulness of the philosopher, at a time when the most part of mankind are under disquiet, anxiety, and sometimes even horror.  As the last words of Socrates were his concern for one to whom he owed a small debt, so the tranquil death of David Hume spoke louder than his discourses on immortality.” (Quietly leave the stage and the historian takes your place.)

COMMENTATOR    Hume was buried at Calton Hill cemetery, in Edinburgh.  J.H.Burton concluded with these words.
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BURTON    (Again reading from his book.)   “May we … extend (his sense of)  harmony, wisdom and goodness … to the social econmy of the globe….[in order to secure] mutual dependence ..      

…. peace and good-will, throughout the great family of mankind .… [David Hume was] the first to teach that the earth is not doomed to the eternal curse of rivalry and strife….[Even so, David Hume requested that on his death, his gravestone should only contain] his name, the year of his birth and of his death ….”  (Quietly leave the stage and your place is taken by the publicist.) 

COMMENTATOR    Let us now consider the legacy of Hume.  What did Hume believe about History?
HISTORIAN    In History David Hume was, perhaps, the first significant writer not to bind it to knowledge of wars, treaties and successions, but to the pursuit of happiness through the search for peace and progress for all peoples and all nations. He showed how history repeated itself and warned of the implications for the age in which he lived and the ages to follow.  (Leave stage quietly to make way for the sceptic.)  

COMMENTATOR   Just what did Hume believe about Communication?  

PUBLICIST    In Communication, while Hume believed that Free Trade is a vital principle by which nations can be united in one harmonious whole, he did not believe that trade should be used to the detriment of poorer nations.  He believed in Fair Trade, that sympathy for others should be the underlying motive of our actions. (Leaves stage quietly to make way for the moral philosopher.)  

COMMENTATOR   What did Hume believe about Scepticism?
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SCEPTIC    Some will believe that nothing good can be learned from David Hume.  Others will claim that if nothing else but truth is eternal, then much of his teaching will be everlasting.  And some will go so far as to say that the well-being of humanity in its search for peace with justice, and wisdom with virtue, can immensely benefit from the insights of Hume.  Immanuel Kant, the German Philosopher, was to claim that it was David Hume who awoke him from his dogmatic slumbers and provided the turning point in his thinking.  It was Hume’s scepticism which provided much of the inspiration for Kant’s three Critiques of Reason and assisted him to discover the “starry skies” above him and the “moral law” within him.  (Leaves stage quietly and the place is taken by the political economist.)  

COMMENTATOR    What did Hume believe about Ethics? 

MORAL PHILOSOPHER    In Ethics, Hume was not against religion, as many even in our world today believe: he tried to point out that the abuses of religion through participation in holy wars, crusades, and inquisitions, and so on, had allowed religion to be the cause of so much injustice and suffering.  David Hume was the first to make moral consequences, rather than moral laws, into a theoretical system, advocating a moral theory on which Jeremy Bentham and his friend, John Stuart Mill, were to focus their attention.  Jeremy Bentham praised Hume for giving him a significant foundation for his utilitarian legislature, influencing the constitutions of many nations and the International Law of the United Nations. (Leave the stage quietly and your place taken by Adam Smith.)
COMMENTATOR    What did Hume believe about Political Economy?
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POLITICAL ECONOMIST    In Political Economy David  Hume believed that national exclusiveness in trade is as foolish as it is wicked and that, in any case, no nation can profit by blocking the natural flow of commerce.  He believed that the world had been prepared for free communication and exchange by the variety of soils, climates, vegetation and animal life which nature offered.  He helped to encourage Adam Smith to believe that the poverty of one nation lessens the wealth of all nations.  And he believed that money was wasted on war instead of being available to make poverty history.  (Quietly leave stage.)
COMMENTATOR    So what were the qualities of this historian and philosopher that allowed him to think critically and to act humanely?  It is for Adam Smith, 12 years younger than his friend and a Moral Philosopher and Economist, to have the last word in this Epilogue.  In his Letter of Tribute which accompanied Hume’s autobiography, Adam Smith concluded his Preface with these words.

ADAM SMITH    (Reading from his book.) “His temper seemed to be more happily balanced, if I may be allowed such an expression, than that perhaps of any other man I have ever known… The extreme gentleness of his nature never weakened either the firmness of his mind, or the steadiness of his resolutions.  His gaiety of temper, so agreeable in society, but which is so often accompanied with frivolous and superficial qualities, was, in him, certainly attended with the most severe application, the most extensive learning, the greatest depth of thought, and a capacity in every respect the most comprehensive.  Upon the whole, I have always considered him, both in his lifetime, and since his death, as approaching as nearly to the idea 

32

of a perfectly wise and virtuous man, as, perhaps, the nature of 

human frailty will permit.”  (Commentator and Smith quickly leave the stage, The first Commentator returns to the stage.)

Scene 3  Encore  “The Statue of Liberty Sketch”

COMMENTATOR    May I call the young Mozart back onto the stage?  (Mozart comes onto the stage next to the piano.) Wolfgang, would you care to give us a musical encore?

MOZART    I’d prefer the Statue of Liberty sketch.

COMMENTATOR    All right, you become your real self, (State the name of the boy playing Mozart), identify yourself for the purpose of this sketch as an American, and stand next to the Statue of Liberty. (Mozart reveals an obviously American T-shirt as he takes off his white shirt and goes to the Statue of Liberty prop.)   I call Prof Thomas Reid and Mr David Hume to come forward. (Reid and Hume step forward and stand well in front of the Edinburgh prop.) – Let’s contrast the Seven Wonders of your two differing worlds.  What different legacies did you leave?  Dr Reid, would you begin? - Point 1:  Democracy.
REID    When there is a democratic election, the one chosen is the best and should be unquestionably accepted as the leader and the one to be followed.  We should accept that he has been appointed by God.  

HUME    A democratically elected government can only be as good as those who elect it.  A country gets the government it deserves.  Those who want to make the world a democratic planet 
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should always be sceptical and critically evaluate the moral principles of the leaders they vote for.

COMMENTATOR    Dr Reid, your Calvinistic confidence and certainty have influenced America.  Mr Hume, your scepticism has been largely rejected. – Point number 2:  Purpose.
REID    Americans are born to be free.
HUME    Americans are born to be responsible.   

COMMENTATOR    Dr Reid, America has tended to accept your Calvinistic voice of personal freedom and salvation, asking,

“What’s in it for me?”  Mr Hume, you believed that freedom for the individual comes only through social responsibility. – Point 3:  Liberty. 

REID    Peace is the foundation of national security.  Only Peace can protect Liberty.  

HUME    Justice is the foundation of national security.  Only Justice can protect Liberty. 

COMMENTATOR    Dr Reid, America accepted your Calvinist quest for peace as essential for its security.  Mr Hume, you believed that peace only comes through justice. Point 4: Education.  

REID    In America, religion – and indeed the Christian religion – must be the foundation of education. 

HUME    In America, philosophy should be the foundation of education.  Religion and all other aspects of education should be founded upon a critical philosophy of education. Philosophy comes first. 

COMMENTATOR    Dr Reid, you won.  From their beginning, most colleges in America were founded on religion and many were founded to provide a centre not only for Christian culture
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but also for Christian evangelism.  Mr Hume, in education, generally, philosophy was made sub-serviant to religion.– Point 5:  Truth.      

REID    Truth is “Common Sense” given by God, as we find it in the Bible.

HUME    “Common Sense” when it is based upon a critical examination of experience and put to the test of critical reason is the closest we can ever get to truth.  Our truths are never certain.

COMMENTATOR    Dr Reid, the acceptance of the entire Bible as the Word of God has been a popular belief in America from its beginning.  Mr Hume, your belief that you find truth through a critical examination of experience tended to be rejected.– Point 6:  Morality.
REID    Religious faith should determine morality.

HUME    Morality should evaluate belief.

COMMENTATOR    Dr Reid, you won, and most Americans have been brought up to believe that one should do what the Bible tells them to do.  Mr Hume, you lost out. - Final point, point 7:  Patriotism. 

REID    To be patriotic, one must be a nationalist and see oneself in the New World basically as a “Citizen of America”,  One should base one’s patriotism upon the Christian religion. 

HUME    To be patriotic, one should be an internationalist and see oneself primarily as a “Citizen of the World”.  One should base one’s patriotism upon a critical moral philosophy of Justice for all. 

COMMENTATOR    Dr Reid, there’s a lot of flag-waving in America and it’s always the American flag.  Mr Hume, your concept of true patriotism being to see oneself as a “Citizen of the World” is not really to be found.  You scarcely ever see a
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flag of the United Nations. – Now let’s see what would have happened in our world today if David Hume and not Thomas Reid had had a major influence on America.  (You get the United Nations flag from just off-stage and give it to Hume who goes to the Statue of Liberty prop.  Both Mozart and Hume hold the flag up.)  Now, America with David Hume lifts the lamp of the Scottish Radical Enlightenment.  Not the lamp of Liberty and Justice for all, but the lamp of Justice and Liberty for all, and not just for America but for the whole world:  that all who become her citizens will see themselves as “Citizens of the World”.  (Quickly Thomas Reid leaves the stage and David Hume remains at the Statue of Liberty – er, that is – the Statue of Justice and Liberty.  The Commentator acknowledges him.)  

(Hume takes a bow and moves forward centre stage as all in the cast, and all assisting, quickly form a line on both sides of him, take each other’s hands and bow. Then Mozart is acknowledged by Hume and takes a bow on his own.  Then all take a bow again.  All quickly leave the stage except Mozart who goes to the piano and plays a melody of his choice as the audience leaves).

The End.
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“The Statue of Liberty Sketch”

    A NOTE FROM THE AUTHOR AND DIRECTOR 

We are enormously grateful to all who have given up so much of their time to join the cast and production team over the period of writing, editing and rehearsing.  While this is a serious work, with a vital message for the world today, everyone involved has approached the task with enthusiasm and enjoyment.  We thank you all and we thank our audience and invite you to retain the insert and ponder it at your leisure.  We would also like to take this opportunity to draw your attention to The Radicals’ new docu-dramatic play reading this year, which is also being presented at this venue.  It is called SOCRATES – Last Days and Legacy.  You can attend his ‘show’ trial with Plato and visit him in prison with his family and friends.  Listen in as he engages in dialogue with some of his companions and hear how his legacy can be applied in the world today (through the four words on the Scottish Parliament’s Mace and Hume’s Radical Enlightenment.)  The “World Premier” is on Monday 21 August and there are two subsequent performances on Saturday 26 August and Tuesday 29 August.  Each of the presentations starts at 5.00 and lasts 75 minutes.                   
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The set at the 2005 and 2006 Edinburgh Festival Fringe
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Hume in the 2005 Fringe
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The Director in the 2005 Fringe and Hume in its final performance
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The Author and Commentator in the docu-drama
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Mozart practicing for the performances
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Benjamin Franklin in rehearsal
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Mozart plays for Hume and the Comtesse in Paris scene
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